I have multiple sclerosis which has resulted in some mobility issues.  On a good day (once a month maybe) I can walk 500m using my elbow crutch, taking my time, resting/stopping along the way.  I need to walk 400m to the local primary school and back (400m again) every day with my 7 year old son. I have been unable to do this since February 2012 when I had my last relapse and I lost function in my left leg.  It has improved and I can now move around indoors and climb the stairs using two hand rails (extra one fitted by OT) but my balance is poor and when I am fatigued (one of my worst symptoms) moving about is very difficult, slow and dangerous.  I have a wheelchair for longer distances (prescribed). I have had several falls due to poor balance and walking but fortunately these have resulted in bruises only and no broken bones.  To overcome my inability to do the school run, go to the local shops and post office we purchased a mobility scooter last year.  I would not be able to function without it!  It means that I can pick up my son from school, get to the local shops and amenities and actually buy and bring home shopping!  I could probably with effort and time walk to our local shop (only 100m away) but no way could I then carry shopping home.  The arbitrary distance of 50m meaning that I don't qualify for any mobility assistance means that I would not be able to go any where or take part in local community activities.  I haven't been driving since last September as due to a combination of poor left foot control, vision problem and fatigue I do not feel safe.  We have just purchased a new car that is automatic and so I hope to resume driving short distances.  I am fortunate in that we do have the financial resources to pay for all these (only just as I was retired from work on grounds of ill health last March (2012)) but many are not.  If I was reliant on DLA or PIP and was not granted them on the basis that I can walk 50m then I would be housebound and reliant on friends and family to take me anywhere, do all the household shopping and school runs.  

 

Each case should be reviewed individually, with thought as to what the criteria actually mean to people.  Fine, I could walk 50m to the end of my road but then what?  Do I need to phone a taxi to get me home? Or pay someone to carry my shopping back?

 

I want to stay safe and independent and not have to rely on friends and family to transport me everywhere.  Please consider how the mobility component of this award works in real terms!
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