I am responding as an individual to the PIP moving around activity.

I am an individual with rheumatoid arthritis and two false hips, I go to work and contribute as a tax payer to our society.

On this consultation I think you need to look at the whole person where mobility is concerned and separate the elements of capability of planning to restrictions to physical disability. These are two very separate elements and need separate assessors with different assessment skills.

On the issue of moving from 50m to 20m again there are many people like me who suffer from a long term disability where our illness is not as simple as a tick box yes or no. There are days when I cannot stand on my feet due to pain and days where I can walk up to 400m on fairly even ground with a stick. I am unable to use most public transport to. If am carrying a bag this distance is reduced due to pain in my shoulders. I can do some light shopping with a basket or a very small trolley, but I am unable to carry out a large shop on my own. I can only do these light shopping duties as i have access to my car, I would not be able to do this using public transport. My car is my independence however I have limited movements in my upper limbs in my legs, I can only get in and out of car if I am in a wide parking space, any normal parking space is unsuitable for me. How does a simple 50m or 20m help you to assess me fairly and help you to keep me independent? There are many disabled people like me who want to stay independent but are frustrated at a lack of understanding of a system that is supposed to help people like me yet it does not.

This consultation should not be about a 20m or 50m limit but about how to fairly assess a persons physical mobility and look at how they live. 

I am happy to be interviewed further to help this consultation, I personally do not claim the higher rate of mobility as for me it is not necessarily about money, but I do want you to recognise I need some form of help with my mobility. In my case if i did not have my car I would have to stop working, if I did not have the ability to park in a disabled space I would not be able to go to hospital appointments on my own.

Please feel free to contact me on this email address if you require further information.

Kind Regards
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