	Dear Department of Work and Pensions

Many thousands of people with Parkinson’s rely on high rate mobility payments for getting around as their mobility gets worse.

If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson’s will lose out.

By the Department’s own admission 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence, such as the ability to get from a car park to a supermarket.

The Government should be helping people with Parkinson’s maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes.

I would like the Department to introduce fairer criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility PIP.


I am 55 and have had Parkinson’s for *** years. It keeps taking me by surprise, so no wonder that non-sufferers under-estimate the effect the disease can have on peoples’ lives. Until 6 months ago, as long as I took my tablets then I could mostly do what I wanted when I wanted. But now  I can be mobile one minute and then suddenly stiffen up. Recently I got stranded, my husband was waiting in the car park, only across the road but I wasn’t able to walk that far in one go. It was very distressing. My friends don’t realise what it is like. Most of them only see me when the pills are working. When they aren’t working I am at home unable to move far and often in great pain. 

 

Parkinson’s is a horrible, frightening disease that can strike people of all ages. One in 20 are under 40 when they get it. Please don’t condemn them to staying  at home by taking away their enhanced mobility allowance.

 

Yours faithfully

*** ***
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