Hello 

I am writing in response to your consultation question.  

I currently receive the highest rate of the mobility component of DLA.  I can manage to walk 20 metres but not 50 without a lot of difficulty.  I walk with crutches because of poor balance and muscle weakness caused by a progressive neurological condition.  I use my DLA to take taxis wherever I need to go.  If my DLA is cut by this new guidance then I will be stuck at home.  

If I could barely walk or not walk at all then I would use an electric wheelchair and so would not need to take taxis as I would be able to get round town under my own steam.  However, as I still have some mobility left I am in the situation of 'use it or lose it' as regards what remains of my muscle strength.  Being able to get out and about with taxis means I can move around a little and keep my muscles going as long as I am able.  

I am sure that many people who receive the higher rate of the mobility component of DLA spent it mainly on taxis, therefore if this change to the guidance is made taxi drivers will suffer financially too.

Yours faithfully

*** ***
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