In response to the proposal to reduce the eligibility for the mobility element of PIP.

 

I am totally apposed to the proposal of reducing the eligibility for the mobility component to "standing and being able to walk for 20 metres".

 

When a friend parks her Motability car in the supermarket car park, she has to painfully walk 25 metres to the supermarket entrance where she can use an instore wheel chair. You may ask why she doesn't have a wheel chair of her own. My friend fiercely tries to be independent, and the car gives her a lifeline. 

 

There are many like My friend who walk with a stick. They cannot walk very far without having to sit down to rest. Are these people supposed to be confined to their homes? Even if they do not use their mobility component to pay for a Motability car, losing the mobility payment would mean they cannot afford a taxi. How do they get to the bus stop, how do they get on and off the bus? 

 

This has not been thought through I'm afraid, this is denying a lot of people their freedom.

 

Sincerely,

 

*** ***
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