Dear Sirs,

 

I have been given to understand that the Government has decided to seek people's views with regard to benefit assessors having by law to take fluctuating conditions into account in Personal Independence Payment assessments.

 

My interest in this arises from the fact that I am the carer for my wife, who has Parkinson's, which is aggravated by a *** problem.    Her ability to walk any distance is governed by the degree of pain (sometimes excruciating) and the inherent weakness, as a result of her condition, in both upper and lower limbs, which means she can only walk outside with the support of a four-wheeled walker.  On some days she is only able to walk perhaps ten yards before she has to rest.   On other days she can manage in excess of twenty five yards without resting. 

 

If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments only to those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson's will lose out.   It is understood that the DWP considers 50 metres to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence.

 

The Government should be helping people with Parkinson's to get out rather than confining them to their homes.   It is imperative that the DWP should adhere to a fair criteria that ensures that someone with difficulty walking up to 50 metres gets the enhanced rate of mobility PIP.

 

Yours faithfully,

 

*** ***
