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I am very concerned about the distance criteria that is being applied in the change from DLA to PIP and how it will affect myself and others with MS and other chronic disabilities. To set such a short distance of 20 metres as the main criteria for deciding whether a person can walk safely is, I think, totally and utterly scandelous. I have secondary-progressive multiple sclerosis and in common with others with the same, or a similar, condition I have:

some good days;

some reasonably tolerable days;

some bad days;

and quite simply horrendous days. 

On a good day I may be able to exceed 50 metres on level and even ground using either a walking stick, crutches, or a 4-wheel Rollator; on a reasonably tolerable day I will probably be able to walk slowly between 25 and 50 metres using either a stick, crutches or 4-wheel Rollator; on a bad day, I will not be able to walk even 20 metres using a stick, crutches or 4-wheel Rollator; while on a horrendous day I cannot walk at all and have to move around in a wheelchair. On any assessment that I may have to go to, which of these 4 conditions will be accepted as my 'normal' condition, as I'm sure I don't know? If I turn up on a good day and can exceed 50 metres on that day, does that mean the assessor will assume that is my normal condition and ignore the other variations of my condition? If the mobile part of my DLA/PIP is reduced, I will lose my Mobility car and the freedom that it gives me. Although I have been granted a free bus pass by *** *** Council, the nearest bus stop to my home address is approximately ***metres away from my bungalow, so I have no chance of getting to it anyway - no matter how good/bad my condition was. I really feel this decision, although under consultation for amendment, is yet another kick in the teeth for the genuinely disabled. I worked full-time for almost ***years and now being unable to work through no fault of my own, need the support of the benefit system to help me to have some quality of life. My benefits are about half of what I used to earn when working and I would give an awful lot to be able to get back to working full-time, but my chronic disability prevents that. Please listen carefully to what the disability organisations are asking of you - make the moving around section of PIP a FAIR test so that the genuinely disabled get the benefit and help that they need and are not 'left to rot' inside their homes, because they are unable to live a decent and affordable life.

Yours sincerely,
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