*** ***
*** *** ***,
***
****
*** ***
Tel : ***
e-mail : ***@***

Date :  27th July 2013
 

 

Dear Sir/Madam,

 

Please find enclosed my response to the above consultation which is enclosed as a .pdf file. Should you have any format problems please let me know and I can provide an alternative format - eg. Microsoft Word.

My response contains comments on the consultation process as well as the consultation itself. I would be grateful if you would be kind enough to acknowledge safe receipt of my response in an acceptable format.

 

Yours faithfully,

 

*** ***.

   

*** *** - Civil Engineering
*** ***  - Traffic and Transportation Engineering
****  Eng.
Member of *** *** *** 
Member of the *** *** ***
 

RESPONSE TO DWP CONSULTATION ON THE PIP ASSESSMENT MOVING AROUND ACTIVITY.
DATED JUNE2013.
I am responding to the above consultation in my own right as a severely disabled person and current DLA claimant. I had previously responded to the consultation entitled “Disability Living Allowance Reform” and dated December 2010.

CONSULTION PROCESS.
· I believe that the reduction of the normal default consultation period from 12 weeks to 6 weeks results in a significant loss of opportunity for disabled people to respond. On the contrary, there would be a good case to increase the consultation period above the normal which would represent a “reasonable adjustment” under the Disability Discrimination Act, for the following reasons;
· It is self-evident that people with severe disabilities often require more time to access information

in the correct format, digest it and articulate their views, whilst also having to cope with day to day life as a disabled person.

· Contrary to paragraph 6.13 of the Consultation, although I had responded to a previous consultation, I have not been contacted about the current process. I only discovered the current consultation by chance whilst searching on the DWP website regarding a completely unrelated matter.

· Whilst it appears to be cost effective to write to all DLA claimants each year to advise of a £10 Christmas bonus, surely writing to advise of this consultation which could have very significant implications for them would be better use of resources. Given the general lack of publicity about this consultation to disabled people, the DWP appear to be relying on disability related charities/organisations to spread the word to their members. These organisations generally produce newsletters/magazines on a monthly or more often quarterly basis. A much longer consultation period would therefore be required to meet publishing deadlines and allow time for disabled   people to respond.

CONSULTATION COMMENTS.
· The maximum walking distance to qualify for the higher rate of the mobility component of DLA has generally been accepted by specialist disability professionals and the DWP as 50m. The reduction to 20m for the equivalent rate of PIP will effectively make the group of  severely disabled people with a very modest walking ability in the range 20-50m housebound, removing their independence and inevitably having a detrimental effect on their physical and mental health. Apart from the human cost, the cost of the additional pressure on health and social services will vastly out way any savings in benefit payments. The main reasons are as follows;
· Even where public transport is available disabled people within the 20-50m walking range have

little hope of independently making the journey from their home to the nearest bus stop. Equally at the other end of the journey it is unlikely that public transport can penetrate to within 50m of their final destination. The effect will be to exclude this venerable group of disable people from society, independent access to NHS services and in particular access to the job market, where they are still very under represented.
· DLA and PIP are intended to help towards the additional costs of living and working day to day,

which are especially high for this group of disabled people for the above reasons. The Motability Scheme allows those receiving the higher rate of the mobility component of DLA/PIP access to affordable transport via its excellent specialist vehicle lease scheme. For the above reasons it is important that those who remain unable to walk more than 50m still have access to the scheme. Either the threshold walking distance for the higher mobility component for PIP should remain at the effective DLA value of 50m or the Motability criteria extended to claimants of the lower rate of PIP.
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