I wish to make known my views on the moving around activity within the current PIP assessment criteria. 

I believe the reduction of the threshold from 50 to 20 metres is unhelpful, and, it seems to me, inconsistent with the rules used in other cases, such as the requirement for disabled parking to be within 50m of the place it serves.  Personally, I can sometimes walk 20 metres, and sometimes not walk at all.  

On the “not at all” days, I either spend the day in my wheelchair just to move around in the house, or more often just stay in bed and I don’t go out at all.  I have *** *** to get to the toilet.  I can only self propel my wheelchair indoors, where the floors are smooth, as my upper body strength is insufficient to get it to go over even very slight ups and down on the pavement and I can’t cross a road because of having to bump up onto the pavement on the other side.  

If I were to lose access to my current motability car, it would cause me to suffer almost total isolation.  My husband works, and *** *** children are at school, so 5 days a week I have no one I can ask to take me out or spend time with.  

It seems to me that the increased isolation that disabled people will suffer does not merit the hardening up of this test.  Offering subsidised taxi fares does not provide the flexibility of having access to a car when you get tired or unexpectedly unwell whilst out.  

I was a taxpayer and NI payer until I became too ill to work, and I believed our society was one that cared for the sick and disabled.  I feel that hardening up this test is simply a means of picking on an easy target.  Please rethink this measure.  
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