Hello

As a community project based in *** who assist people with Welfare benefits,I wish to make a response to the Governments consultation on the PIP mobility component.

I support the viewpoint

that the, "moving around" criteria within the PIP assessment should be set at "0 to 50 metres" to be entitled to an enhanced rate award of 12 points and NOT the "0 metres to 20" under consideration.

I agree with

the viewpoint that the "0 to 50 metres" has been a widely accepted mobility "benchmark" for the most severely disabled for a long time and that to change this to "0 to 20 metres" must require significant broad based research to legitimise such a significant change. 

The DWP "PIP

second draft of assessment citeria notes Nov 2011 states: 

"50 metres

is considered to be a distance that an individual is required to be able to walk in order to achieve a basic level of independence." 

I

have been unable to find where the DWP have stated why "20 metres" is now seen as meeting a "basic level of independence" and on what basis this radical change is now a fair assessment of a "basic level of independence".

To maintain the 50 metre barrier for the highest rate of award and consequently access to the mobility scheme, will maintain a criteria that disabled people recognise and have accepted. To reduce this to a 20 metre barrier will for hundreds of today's most severely disabled claimants in *** and *** be seen as an unfair and unreasonable assessment, that removes their access to the Mobility Scheme without broadly accepted and evidenced research.

I fail to see

how this is reasonable and will achieve either a fairer assessment for the most severely disabled or be a more prudent use of UK national resources. I appeal to the Government to not rush into this change and maintain the 50 metre barrier for assessment of the enhanced PIP's mobility rate.

*** *** (*** Project)
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