
Subject line: Consultation on the PIP assessment Moving Around activity
Dear Department of Work and Pensions
Many thousands of people with Parkinson’s rely on high rate mobility payments for getting around as their mobility gets worse.
If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson’s will lose out.
By the Department’s own admission 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence, such as the ability to get from a car park to a supermarket.
The Government should be helping people with Parkinson’s maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes.
I would like the Department to introduce fairer criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility 
PIP.
My wife's Parkinsons considerably restricts her mobility and on occasions she can not walk at all, let alone achieve 50 metres.  She always requires the assistance of a walking stick and even then the Parkinsons can cause her to *** in mid stride; we then have to use *** *** to attempt further movement. Parkinsons is not a stable condition but one that fluctuates, not only from day to day but also from hour to hour and is a progressive disease.  
Please note that a Parkinsons sufferer may be able to walk 10 - 50 metres independently only at certain times and under certain conditions.
I sincerely urge the government (Department of Work and Pensions) to apply fair assessments for Parkinsons sufferer's mobility allowances.
Thank you,
*** *** ***
