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 ‘Strengthening transparency around lobbying’  

Committee on Standards calls for greater openness by Government, Parliament and Local Government.

The Committee on Standards in Public Life today called for a series of measures to deliver a greater culture of openness and transparency around lobbying of public office holders.

Publishing its short report ‘Strengthening transparency around lobbying’ Lord (Paul) Bew, Chair of the Committee said:

“This Committee has a long-standing interest in the implications of the cumulative effect of money, influence and power for standards in public life. Lobbying is one activity whereby those with vested interests seek to influence decision makers; it therefore raises issues of transparency, accountability and equality of access. 

“We have applied the Nolan principles to lobbying and considered how best the lobbied and lobbyists, can live out those principles. We have concluded that a package of measures is urgently required to deliver a greater culture of openness and transparency around lobbying; provide greater clarity for public office holders on the standards expected of them; and to reassure the public that a more ethical approach to lobbying is actively being applied by all those individuals and organisations involved in lobbying. “

The report’s recommendations include:

· More timely and detailed disclosure about all significant meetings and hospitality involving external attempts to influence a public policy decision. Information should include dates of meetings, details of attendees and meaningful descriptors of subject-matter published within one month on a relevant website in an easily accessible format.

· Disclosure arrangements should be widened to cover special advisers and senior civil servants as well as Ministers, Permanent Secretaries and Departmental Boards. 

· Public office holders who are outside the scope of the Freedom of Information Act (including Members of Parliament, Peers and Councillors) should be encouraged to disclose the same information and consideration should be given to including this in relevant Codes of Conduct.

· Strengthening of the Code of Conduct for Members of Parliament - as recommended by the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards - to extend the lobbying rules to former Members of the House for two years in respect of approaches to Ministers, other Members or public officials; and require former Members to register for two years any occupation or employment which involves them or their employer in contact with Ministers, other Members or public officials. Consideration should be given to  whether Chairmanship of a Select Committee brings with it a particular influence on matters of public policy that justifies the imposition of additional restrictions in relation to conflicts of interests and providing explicitly that Members should not accept all but the most insignificant or incidental gift, benefit or hospitality or payments from professional lobbyists. 

· Government Departments should be required, regularly, to publish consistent summary information on cases they consider internally under the Business Appointment Rules where civil servants leave the public sector to take up outside appointments.

Lord Bew continued:

“This report is the result of work started by the Committee early this year. It is not intended as a commentary on the Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill currently before the House. Previous reports of this Committee have considered a number of the subject matters of the Bill.
“I believe that transparency and high ethical standards are mutually supportive and together can strengthen public accountability, increase public engagement and improve public trust.”

The report can be downloaded at www.public-standards.gov.uk
Notes to Editors

1. Media enquiries please contact Maggie O’Boyle on 07880 740627.

2. More information about the work of the Committee is available on its website: www.public-standards.gov.uk 
3. In preparing this report, the Committee issued a call for evidence and held an evidence-gathering seminar on 19 September 2013. All written evidence and a summary note of the seminar is available on the Committee’s website: www.public-standards.gov.uk
4. The Committee on Standards in Public Life is an Advisory Non-Departmental Public Body (NDPB) sponsored by the Cabinet Office. The Chair and Members are appointed by the Prime Minister. The Committee was established in October 1994 with the following terms of reference: “To examine current concerns about standards of conduct of all holders of public office, including arrangements relating to financial and commercial activities, and make recommendations as to any changes in present arrangements which might be required to ensure the highest standards of propriety in public life.” Additional terms of reference were announced on 12 November 1997: “To review issues in relation to the funding of political parties, and to make recommendations as to any changes in present arrangements.” On 5 February 2013 the terms of reference were clarified by the Government in two respects: ‘…in future the Committee should not inquire into matters relating to the devolved legislatures and governments except with the agreement of those bodies’ and ‘…the Committee’s remit to examine “standards of conduct of all holders of public office” [encompasses For] all those involved in the delivery of public services, not solely those appointed or elected to public office.’ Hansard (HC), 5 February 2013, Col 7WS .The Committee’s terms of reference were further clarified in a House of Lords written Parliamentary Question on 28th February 2013 to explain that the Committee’s remit means it “can examine issues relating to the ethical standards of the delivery of public services by private and voluntary sector organisations, paid for by public funds, even where those delivering the services have not been appointed or elected to public office.” Hansard  (HL) Column WA347. 
5.  The current members of the Committee are: Lord (Paul) Bew, Chairman, Rt Hon Lord Alderdice, Rt Hon Dame Margaret Beckett MP DBE, Sheila Drew Smith OBE, Patricia Moberly, Sir Derek Morris MA DPhil, Dame Denise Platt DBE, David Prince CBE and Richard Thomas CBE and Dame Angela Watkinson MP DBE.  
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