Annex E

Template

Request to relax the enforcement of the drivers’ hours rules 
Statement of Case 

Space given below to respond is not fixed – please provide as much quantitative as well as qualitative evidence as possible.

Please note that Government will approach third parties to request supporting evidence if necessary.
1. 
Name: 

This needs to be the name of the industry stakeholder requesting the relaxation.

2. 
Industry Background: 

This needs to give details on the transport operation; its supply chain; its customers.

3. 
Request:

This needs to cover what relaxation of the rules is being requested; the number of drivers this would involve; what is being delivered; geographical coverage; and duration. 
4.
 Reasons for Request:

This needs to cover detailed information on the event/emergency that has caused this problem.  How this has adversely affected delivery of essential supplies to customers or adversely affected the supply of essential public services. This should include data on number of people/animals affected (particularly those most vulnerable); number of extra deliveries that need to be made etc. 
5.
Evidence

This needs to be very robust and must include detailed information covering the five general principles the DfT considers as part of its consideration of whether to grant the request.   Please note that generally this is not permitted on economic grounds or where other means of mitigation exist.
5.1
Evidence of detriment to wider community:

This needs to include detailed evidence of a significant threat being caused to human and/or animal welfare or a failure of a particular supply chain that will have a serious impact on essential public services.

5.2
There are no other means of mitigating the detriment or other means have proved insufficient: 

This needs to include detailed information on the contingency plans already in place to deal with emergency situations (e.g. the use of driver agencies / hire vehicles / back-office staff / alternative rostering arrangements to deliver to those most in need etc.); what action has already been taken; it’s effect and why it hasn’t helped the situation. 
5.3
There must be evidence that a relaxation would lead to a significant improvement in the situation: 

Need to explain in detail how a relaxation will help to alleviate the problem. 
5.4
The problem is not likely to be resolved quickly without a relaxation:

Need to explain why time is essential and what you believe the consequences will be if a relaxation is not granted.

5.5
Operators must demonstrate that they will take steps to ensure safety if a relaxation is made: 
This is a general point.  However, it is particularly important where the relaxation is being sought for high risk dangerous goods (such as fuel).  Must show evidence that a risk assessment, including measures taken to mitigate risk from fatigue, has been undertaken.

6. 
Date: 
