1. How you think the rules we have at the moment will affect disabled people?

 From my own point of view I believe that you are missing a trick as the move from 50 to 20 metres is likely to cost the state substantially more in costs in the long run although the DWP headline figure will drop the costs will probably move elsewhere, the ambulance service for example. 

There are different forms of disability, some people are born disabled, others loose a limb or their faculties suddenly, but for most of us is is a slow painful process to progressively become disabled, its this group that I believe will be the most affected by your proposed changes. 

The 20 metre rule my opinion is too restrictive, it will mean that anyone with a progressive condition will have to rely on someone else much sooner than now in order to get anywhere, no doubt this will fall mainly on a family member who may have to give up their employment to become a full time carer. Again from personal experience I was examined by two doctors before I was awarded DLA, since then I have progressively got worse and will probably meet the new regulation, however my husband who gave up work last year would have no doubt given up full time work much earlier if I had not been able to retain my independence. Also the mobility compound has paid for my stair lift and enabled us to stay in our own home.

2. If you think we need to make any changes to the rules we have at the moment?

Yes I think that it is difficult enough if you cannot walk 50 metres, how more much pain is this going to inflict on someone before they qualify for the mobility compound? Please rethink this policy it's cruel and in most cases will rob the disabled of our dignity and independence.

3. If you think we should look at the way people can move around in a completely different way?

I think that the 50 metres rule was the correct measure as I was in a lot of pain personally by the time I qualified, if you expect the disabled person to carry on until they are unable to walk 20 metres or less then I believe this will have an unwelcome effect of isolating people in their own home and a probably result in increased hospitalization.
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