I was appauled when, despite my having read and responded to the PIP consultations, the government - specifically the DWP - made what I beleive was an underhanded move to deprive genuine people of their right to have the enhanced rate of PIP for help with getting around - due to a sudden and previously unconsulted move to tighten the applicable limit for receiving enhanced mobility - the very allowance that many of us depend on in order to have a worthwhile and fulfilling life.

 

I was one of the people that commented that they guidance should be clearer in regards to this section - so I wlecome that this is what the Government have attempted to do,  but in no way did I say that a tightening of the criteria was what was needed - nor did any of the disabled people, their disabled / non disabled supporters nor disability organisations.

 

I strongly object to the descrease in the distance that a person should be able to walk in order to qualify.

 

There are a number of reasons that I believe this is unjust-

For a start, where I live there are definately no public transport stops within the 50 metres, let alone 20 metres - this means that people have to be able to walk more than that to get to the bus stop, and then stand at a bus stop to wait, then board the bus when drivers don't even pull in, lower the ramp or kneel the bus, possibly not get a seat on the bus as not-one gives up the supposedly priority seats as well as having to be able to get on with what they need to the other end of the journey!  SO even if someone can walk more that 20 metres - it doesn't mean that they can get around, and it doesn't mean that they couldn't be a great asset to the community given the right support.

 

Additionally, to have any level of function people would need to be able to walk, possibly up-hill, with shopping or other stuff in their hands - so measuring someones ability to walk in average conditions, without holding /pushing anything - is not an approriate measure of useful ambulation / mobilisation! Someone able to walk 200 metres with 2 crutches is probably not even able to mobilise 20metres if they have to deal with shopping, or to walk up hill!

 

The criteria for the enhanced payment should be the ability to walk at least 50 metres as it currently is, or even increased to 100 metres - otherwise many of the people who are currently able to rely on a motability car or afford to pay for door to door taxis etc - will become ineligible for the enhanced rate, and will be stuck at home possibly dependent on social services where they used to be independent with the help of mobility car or sufficient to pay for taxis. Reducing the distance to 20 metres is attacking, not protecting the most vulnerable in society! 

 

I know that my motability van is essential to me - it enables me to travel to my full time job as I can't use public transport as there are no wheelchair tie down points - and although I wouldn't be affected by changing it to 20 metres as I am a full time electric wheelchair user who cannot stand - I know many disabled people who would fall into the category that would lose the enhanced rate - and their contribution to the economy and to society would be lost if this tighter level is imposed.
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