Dear DWP,

I am writing to respond to the consultation on the PIP mobility criteria. I am responding as an individual.
Many thousands of people with Parkinson’s rely on high rate mobility payments for getting around as their mobility gets worse.
If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson’s like my husband will lose out. I do not think it is reasonable to do this. 
By the Department’s own admission 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence, such as the ability to get from a car park to a supermarket. The Blue Badge parking criteria also uses 50m as the benchmark distance to qualify.
The Government should be helping people with Parkinson’s maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes. People with limited mobility do need financial help to go out of the home to cover the extra costs they face in accessing places. For example having to get taxis because public transport is not accessible or having to pay for an assistant to accompany them. If this help is restricted then I suspect people's mental and physical health will deteriorate faster if they cannot afford to go out, putting more costs to the public purse in terms of health and social care budgets.
For example, my husband uses some of his DLA to pay for physiotherapy exercise sessions to enable him to keep mobile for longer, which should help keep NHS costs down in terms of his medication and need for other interventions. It also helps improve his mental health for him to go out and interact with people. 
In some ways, people who can walk 50m need the assistance more than people who can only walk 20m, as people with just that little bit more mobility are more likely to be able to go out and use the money to take part in society. When someone can only walk 50 metres it is a great barrier to mobility and to independent living to overcome. It is not much less of a barrier than those people who can only walk 20m. I don't think differentiating between these 2 distances is reasonable. 50m has been the accepted reasonable distance to use as a benchmark measure for many years in this country to assist those who are disabled or have a health condition, it is a short distance and I see no reason why this should be changed now. It is ridiculous that we cannot continue to support ill and disabled people in the UK at the same level as we have done for years, in one of the most prosperous countries in the world (despite the current recession). The government wants to focus help on those who 'face the greatest barriers'. I think people who cant walk 50m are still in this group of people. 
I would like the Department to introduce fairer criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility PIP.
Yours sincerely,
*** ***
