To whom it may concern,

Re: Proposed changes in criteria from 20 meters to 50 meters to receive the higher level of Mobility 

Please accept this e-mail as my strong opposition to the proposed change of qualifying criteria for the mobility quotient of PIP/DLA. Consider for a moment how many people you are affecting with this change, how many currently mobile disabled folk (like myself) who can just about manage to run an independent lifestyle. That is managing to do at least some of the shopping themselves, managing to get themselves too and from medical appointments, and many of whom even manage to hold down a job, be that voluntary, part-time, full-time or paid work. They can not manage like this without the extra financial assistance (there to let them get a taxi as needed) or by having a motorbility vehicle, paid for out of their benefit money.

To change the criteria from 20 meters, to 50 meters you are potentially ruling out a large majority of those who really need mobility assistance, those for whom getting a bus is out of the question, due to the injury or illness they live with. This will mean a large number of people becoming housebound, leading to a greatly reduced quality of life, making them far more vulnerable than they already are in fact. All these people ask is for the chance to be able to do of themselves, with a little assistance (that being the mobility part of their benefits), they do not wish to feel like a burden on their family and friends, they do not wish to be kept isolated from society in general - plus with this latter issue, you must consider the long term mental health implications. Anyone whom does not get out and about at least a little bit, tends to loose their social skills, they are far more likely to become clinically depressed, all of which causes a downwards spiral of general health. The coalition government keep saying they want to get people off of benefits, but you can not do so by withdrawing basic needs, by making them more isolated,  depressed or less able to get out and about!

Also consider how short a distance 20 meters is! You can hardly get out of your own front door walking just 20 meters, let alone to a bus stop or to the local shops... Even with an ability to walk 50 meters you're hard pressed to make it around the supermarket or shopping mall. People with a need for this level of mobility support need more help, NOT less! Try for just one day to live like someone with this sort of disability and you'll see how difficult it is, and you don't have the pain many live with, or the extreme weakness, fatigue or breathing issues. No one in full health can truly understand how difficult life with such limitations becomes - I know, because until Sept 2000 I was a fit and healthy member of society with a good job etc. Thanks to a hit and run driver (*** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***) I went from fit to disabled in a matter of seconds.

No one is asking for an unfair advantage, just that support given to make getting from A to B a little less stressful and painful. The tax payers money is far better spent supporting the mobility scheme as it is with the 20 meter criteria for qualification than in giving some already well off person or corporation an other loophole, tax cut or the like. They will go on regardless, where as take the support away from the most vulnerable and the cost of hospital transport, the need for help in the home, the cost of medication to deal with depression that is caused due to isolation and many other costs besides will go up. 
I beg you, do not rob the vulnerable to pay off the wealthy, it is truly a false economy that will end in yet further tragic headline stories, suffering and pain. Stop this persecution of those who are already vulnerable, and go after the large multi-national corporations who tax dodge or use loopholes to get out of paying this country what they should be. 

Yours,    
 *** *** *** ***
1

