‘MOVING AROUND’ ACTIVITY

ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION

Having studied you consultation paper I am concerned, as a disabled person, by the limited scope of the assessment questions relating to physical disability and the mobility component of PIP.  The questions seem to focus purely on the distance you can walk and weather you can do this with or without aides and if you need the assistance of another person.

The examples given seem to imply that if you can manage 50 meters or more, under your own steam, even if using sticks or a wheelchair, then you will not qualify for the enhanced mobility component.

As a result many thousands of people, including myself, would no longer be able to get a car through the Motability scheme, even though we have serious physical disabilities, in my case *** ***.

The assessment questions need to be expanded so that they do not just focus on distance you can walk and planning a journey 

They need to also address the following issues; 

· The time it takes you to recover after walking.  Also the cumulative effect on your health if you were forced to walk a long distance daily. 

· If you can use stairs unaided or need to have something to hold onto, such as a handrail/s

· If you are able to carry items and walk (e.g. if your gait is bad would you be able to balance and carry items at the same time) or use stairs/steps (e.g. If you need to hold onto handrails to go up or down steps/stairs then you would be unable to carry a bag of shopping at the same time)

· Using public transport (how far is it to walk to your local bus stop/train station – even if you can walk up to 200 metres, if the nearest bus stop is half a mile away you would be unable to use public transport without assistance i.e. someone giving you a lift to the bus stop). 

· Can you get in or out of a car without having the door wide open (thus requiring a wide disabled parking space).

The whole purpose of DLA and now PIP is to allow disabled people to live independent lives and be productive members of society, by being able to work and pay tax.  However, if you take away the independence that a reliable car provides then thousands of physically disabled people will no longer be able to afford to work.

This is because our disabilities give us extra costs that able-bodied people do not have.  In my case physiotherapy, chiropody and extra shoes which amount to around £150 per month.  These services are not available to disabled adults on the NHS as they are regular/maintenance treatments, not one off injuries or life threatening preventative interventions (I know this as my GP has tried to obtain all these services for me through the NHS without success).  I can just about manage these additional costs at the moment but if I had to finance a car as well I would struggle to manage, even if I was getting a lower rate of PIP.

*** ***
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