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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

“I would now like to request the same information from 2011 - to date?”
There is one other category that I would like to include that was not mentioned in the previous request: 

How many staff in age categories took the test - for example where it says "age group failed" - how many in that age group took the test?

Age group 20-30; how many took test in this age group; female failures male failures.  Age group 31-40  etc, etc”

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 
All operational officers recruited since 2 April 2001 are contractually obliged to pass an annual fitness test.  Staff are given three attempts to pass the test.  During the period from April 2011 to March 2014, 99.79% of officers who took the fitness test passed.

The fitness test standards and assessments are based on the requirements of the job which ensures that the deciding factors are job-related and not related to gender or age.  The fitness test assesses whether a prison officer is capable of safely and competently carrying out control and restraint procedures as and when necessary to ensure prison safety.
The fitness test is kept under review, but is designed to test the range of physical activity that would be expected of an officer in normal day to day working.
	Year
	Total Tests Taken
	Test Failures
	Test  

Failures 

(Female)
	Test 

Failures 

(Male)
	Female

Failures (%)
	Male

Failures (%)

	2011-12
	11,116
	25
	21
	4
	0.189
	0.036

	2012-13
	10,790
	24
	19
	5
	0.176
	0.046

	2013-14
	9,591
	17
	15
	2
	0.156
	0.021

	Total
	31,497


	66
	55
	11
	0.175
	0.035


	Age

Group
	Total Tests 

Taken
	Test  

Failures 

(Female)
	Test 

Failures 

(Male)

	<20
	9
	0
	0

	20-29
	6,136
	9
	2

	30-39
	11,092
	12
	0

	40-49
	10,610
	21
	7

	50-59
	3,443
	13
	2

	60-69
	207
	0
	0

	Total
	31,497
	55
	11


You can also find more information by reading the full text of the Act (available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/contents).
