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Thank you for your recent correspondance regarding the UK's nuciear detesrent. As my
department is responsibie for the nuclear detarrent, | will set cut the Government’s

policy.

The Government believes that we need to take action to safeguard our national security
at home and abroad. Clearly, the renewal of a nuclear detarrent based on the Trident
missile system is nol a decision 1o D taken lightly; however, the Gavernment's view is
that this is not the right time for the UK 10 give it up. There are substantial fisks to our
security from emerging nuclear weapons states. and so, while commiltad to the long-
term goal of nuclear disarmamant, we believe that we can bast prolect ourselves
against these thraats by the continued operation of a submarine-based nuclear
detervent. Accordingly, this Government hdas committed to maintain the deterrent and (o
cantinue with the programme to renew it as debated and approved by a signiticant
majoiily in Parflament in 2007.

You suggest that money would be better spent in other areas. The Govesnment has
been clear that the satety and security of the UX is its first priority and musi be seen as
a long term issue: immediate economic pressures are not sufficient rationale {or taking
fong term risks with the security of the nation and British public tar into the future. The
costs of replacing the deterrent are substantial and it is understandable that, given the
current economit problems, people wish 10 be reassured that this will be money well
spent. Cansequently within the Strategic Defence and Security Review (SDSR), which
repartad in October 2010, the Govamment scrutinised in detail the replacemant of our
nuclear daterrent to assess value for money. As a result we identified £3.2 billion of
savings and defarrals over ten years.
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The Gowernmen is committed o playing a leading role in making the world safe from
the dangers of nuclear weapons and nuclear proliferation and is fulty engaged in the
inlemational process lo achieve this; through enforcing and supporting the Trealy on the
Non-Prolifaration of Nuclear Weaapons (NPT). The ranewal of our fuclear deterrent is
fully consistent with our obligations under this treaty. The Foreign Secrelary has made
public for the first time the maximum number of nuclear warheads we hold in our
stockpile, which goes further and is more transparent then any pravious Govemment.
His review of aur nuclear declaratory poticy alse ansures it is appropriata for the
circumstances of today. We can now give a new and stronger assurance that we wil '
not use nuclear weapons against non-nuciear weapon states that are in compliance with
their obligations under the NPT.

The achievement af tha UK's long term goal of a wortd without nuclear weapons could,
as the NPT Article VI notes, be underpinned by a irealy on general and compiete
gisarmament’. However, it is the position of the Government that focusing effort now on
a measure such as this would be premature. To reach that point wilt require the correct
canditions to be in place, such as further maasures on muititateral disarmament and
strengthened non-prollleration. Our priority must be {0 reach consensus on the enlry
into force of the Comprahensive Test Ban Treaty and start negotiations on a Fissile
Material Cul-Off Treaty. '

There is no avidence or likelihood that others would follow the UK down a unilateralist
route or make it any more iikely those countries ot concem would abandon their current
nuclear ambitions. The Govermmant's position is that we will only achieve sustainabla
globaf nuclear disarmament through multilateral negotiations and the NPT remains the
hest vehicie available o the international community for achigving this. Therefore, the
Gavernment will continue o work within the NPT and with international pariners o
advance progress towards our long-term shared goal of a world without nuciear

weapons.

! hope that this response has helped to explain the Govemment's position on this issue,
and should be grateful if you would arrange far it to be posted on your Website. Please

accep! it as a reply to you and your members o all correspondence on the matter. [ will
aiso ensure this lefter is promulgated on the government's website,
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