Dear Sir or madam

In answer to your public consultation question :-

“What are your views on the Moving around activity within the current PIP assessment criteria?”

I strongly disagree with the whole notion of a 20m benchmark distance for the following reasons :

A 50 metre benchmark distance has been widely used as a measure of significant mobility impairment for as long as I can remember

notably in relation to other disability benefits.  It is widely understood that many disabled people are not catered for in their local.  Disabled parking

bus stops shops and the like are all often much further than twenty meters away.  

If disabled people with significant walking difficulties fail to qualify for the enhanced mobility component due to this change to 20m, and therefore the Motability scheme, they will 

lose their independent mobility and are very likely to experience social isolation and worsening health.  This leads to being housebound and worsening of health

which will then of course impact upon the cost of looking after them.

Short term gain in government savings then leads to long term loss, as depriving disabled people of support for independent mobility will lead to increased costs elsewhere in 

the public sector, especially in health and social care services, due to the need for support to make essential journeys and an increase in ill-health due to isolation and loss of independence.

By moving the goal posts you will be impacting on the quality of life for many thousands of disabled people.  I'm not entirely sure it is legal to move the goal posts in this manner and with such great impact purely to save a few quid.

Please consider dropping the 20m benchmark from your proposals for the new PIP benefit which replaces DLA as it is unfair possibly unlawful and as stated above will impact significantly on the health and well being of disabled people as detailed in my points above.

Yours sincerely,

*** ***.
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