I am the partner of a man with ankylosing spondylitis who was awarded high rate mobility DLA following a face to face assessment with a review panel

I fear he will over estimate his capabilities because he wants to be 'normal' but as an able bodied person I am more than aware of the struggle he has with walking. he has no confidence going out alone as he walks with an abnormal gait, he takes painkillers in preparation for any activity like walking anywhere, he is slow, it causes him considerable discomfort and as he cannot lift his feet adequately he often falls and is unable to get him self upright when he does fall. he cannot hold any walking aids which may help steady him as he has peripheral arthritis in his hands (and feet / knees) but with determination he will try as best he can to walk and I feel that 20 metres is not sufficient distance to assess peoples capabilities. if you walk 10 metres there you need to walk 10 metres back, for someone without mobility problems this is no distance at all, the limit should be 50 metres - this still is not a huge distance and only people with severe disability will struggle with with the 50 metres distance.

most people who struggle with mobility are intelligent, able minded people who could plan and follow travel instructions therefore are unlikely to get any points to 'top up' their mobility claim therefore very few people will receive the enhanced rate of PIP but the expense of someone who is struggling to walk is immense - for us it means needing two cars instead of one, two insurance policies and more petrol than the average family. for others it may mean relying on expensive taxis. 

Please do NOT lower the distance as very few people will honestly be able to claim the higher rate of PIP. 

regards
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