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Before being diagnosed with MS I had a very demanding job in *** *** and had traveled to all parts of the world. I had enjoyed this position for some many years. Suddenly I could not go up stairs, walk very far, stand for more than a few seconds, then my eyesight started to fail, I lost my driving licence and my hearing, memory and thought process became very difficult. Life became very difficult and I relied totally on others to transport me about. I still rely on them and it costs me far more than it used to to get anywhere. My wife has had to give up work to be my carer - she used to be a highly paid *** ***. We have suffered a tremendous loss of income and the DLA is vital to us.I am currently in receipt of the Enhanced rate of DLA. My wife has to ferry me everywhere. When indoors I can manage a few metres, perhaps 10 or 15, as I can always lean against a wall or door frame. ANY movement outdoors necessitates the use of either a stick or buggy. My wife ALWAYS parks the car close to the front door so that I can make it into the car.

Having MS I get good and bad days. Totally unpredictable. On a good day I may be able to shift myself 20 metres but there is no guarantee. On a bad day I struggle to get out of the chair and require a good deal of assistance to do so.

Having been diagnosed with MS 10 years ago I now understand its totally random effects. I am not alone in this as I have now met a large number of people who, like me, have good and bad days and they cannot predict how they will be. To impose an arbitrary qualifying distance of 20 metres  is absolutely nonsensical. 20 metres is far too low a limit - some may achieve it some days but not others! Your criteria needs to be altered to cover people like myself, and many others, who have a VERY variable condition like MS.

Yours sincerely,
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