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    Freedom of Information Request 
 
 You asked for the following information from HM Courts & Tribunals:
“Question A. 

I would like the following information for the Equal pay cases lodged at the Ashford Employment Tribunal’s service: 

1. Number of cases lodged in each of the past 3 calendar years (2011, 2012, 2013). 

2. Number of those cases which were withdrawn (or settled i.e. before a hearing) – these need to be related to the year in which they were lodged. 

3. Type of claimant representation at the time of withdrawal/settlement e.g. none, CAB/union/pro bono, solicitor/barrister 

4. Type of respondent representation at the time of withdrawal/settlement e.g. none, CAB/union/pro bono, solicitor/barrister. If the initiator of the “request to withdraw” or however it is phrased, can be reliably identified then please split the above by whether the request was initiated by the respondent or the claimant. (The doubt here is that there may be a protocol that withdrawal is always to be initiated by the claimant or always initiated by the represented side or... in which case it will not tell me anything else) 

Question B. 

I would like the following information for the unfair/constructive dismissal cases lodged at the Ashford Employment Tribunal’s service: 

1. Number of cases lodged in each of the past 3 calendar years (2011, 2012, 2013). 

2. Number of those cases which were withdrawn (or settled i.e. before a hearing) – these need to be related to the year in which they were lodged. 

3. Type of claimant representation at the time of withdrawal/settlement e.g. none, CAB/union/pro bono, solicitor/barrister 

4. Type of respondent representation at the time of withdrawal/settlement e.g. none, CAB/union/pro bono, solicitor/barrister 

Question Ca. 

In respect of withdrawn unfair/constructive dismissal cases only 

1. Number of costs orders requested by the respondent 

2. Number granted when both sides are represented 

3. Number granted when only the respondent is represented 

4. Number granted when only the claimant is represented 

5. Number granted when neither side is represented Split by who initiated the withdrawal if this is reliable. 

Question Cb. 

In respect of withdrawn unfair/constructive dismissal cases only 

1. Number of costs orders requested by the claimant 

2. Number granted when both sides are represented 

3. Number granted when only the respondent is represented 

4. Number granted when only the claimant is represented 

5. Number granted when neither side is represented Split by who initiated the withdrawal if this is reliable. 

Question Da. 

In respect of withdrawn equal pay cases only 

1. Number of costs orders requested by the respondent 

2. Number granted when both sides are represented 

3. Number granted when only the respondent is represented 

4. Number granted when only the claimant is represented 

5. Number granted when neither side is represented Split by who initiated the withdrawal if this is reliable. 

Question Db. 

In respect of withdrawn equal pay cases only 

1. Number of costs orders requested by the claimant 

2. Number granted when both sides are represented 

3. Number granted when only the respondent is represented 

4. Number granted when only the claimant is represented 

5. Number granted when neither side is represented Split by who initiated the withdrawal if this is reliable.”
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds some of the information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you.  Please be aware we are not able to provide you with the data from 2013 that you are requesting, this is because the data for Ashford Tribunals in 2013 has been transferred to London and is no longer held locally because of this we are not able to distinguish between the two regions from the information held so therefore could not give you the correct account of the information that you are requesting for Ashford Tribunals.
Please find table of information at annex A




