
 

 

Sure Start children’s centre summary 
self-evaluation form for a centre or 
group of centres 

Section A. Self-evaluation 

Introduction 

This self-evaluation form is linked to the judgements that Ofsted will make at 
inspection. Its purpose is to: 

 help you in your own self-evaluation  

 be used as a basis for the inspection of your children’s centre/s. 

You do not need to complete this form if you have a different way of recording the 
self-evaluation for your children’s centre/s. We will consider any evidence of self-
evaluation that you wish us to consider. 

Where a centre is part of a group of centres that share leadership and management 
and integrated services, and is recorded as such for inspection purposes on the 
Surestart-on database, you should consider only having one SEF for the group. 

You should refer closely to the grade descriptors in the evaluation schedule when 
deciding on a grade; briefly listing your major reasons for deciding on this grade. 
You should include only the minimum amount of detail in support of your judgement; 
bullet points are quite acceptable. You do not need to include any detailed analysis 
or evidence. 

Each question in this self-evaluation form starts by asking centres to grade aspects 
of their work on a four-point scale: 

 Grade 1: outstanding 

 Grade 2: good 

 Grade 3: requires improvement 

 Grade 4: inadequate. 
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Access to services by young children and 
families 

1 2 3 4 

Grade:  

 

    

 

Briefly list your main reasons for deciding on this grade for the centre or group of 
centres. Include the strengths of individual centres within a group and key areas for 
development. (Boxes will expand.) 

 

 

 

 

 

The quality and impact of practice and 
services 

1 2 3 4 

Grade:  

 

    

 

Briefly list your main reasons for deciding on this grade for the centre or group of 
centres. Include the strengths of individual centres within a group and key areas for 
development. 

 

 

 

 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and 
governance 

1 2 3 4 

Grade:  
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Briefly list your main reasons for deciding on this grade for the centre or group of 
centres. Include the strengths of individual centres within a group and key areas for 
development. 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall effectiveness 1 2 3 4 

Grade:  

 

    

 

Briefly list your main reasons for deciding on this grade for the centre or group of 
centres. Include the strengths of individual centres within a group and key areas for 
development. 
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Section B. Factual information about your children’s 
centre/s 

This section should include:  

Information about the area/locality (centre or group of centres 
to be inspected) 

Include information on the name and number of centres in the group or locality; if 
appropriate, list separately the numbers of children under five years living in each of 
the centre’s reach areas. 

State the level of the offer made by each of the centre/s.  

 

 

 

 

 

Governance, leadership and management arrangements 

Please outline the governance arrangements – standalone, group or merger (include 
whether advisory boards are separate or shared). 

Please outline the leadership and management arrangements (for example a group 
or locality manager or leader). 

Please outline whether the centre/s is/are managed on behalf of the local authority 
by a school or other third party organisation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Context 

Include a description of the geographical area served by the centre/s or area/locality; 
levels of deprivation; ethnicity of the area. 
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The needs of children and their families 

Describe the significant target groups identified by the centre/s as in most need of 
support, such as workless households; teenage mothers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Any other relevant information 

Please provide information of any particular features of the centre/s or area/locality. 
Note any significant changes since any previous inspection, such as changes to 
group/cluster arrangements/mergers, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 


