
 
 

 
  

 
       

 
       

 
    

  
  

 
 

 

 

  
  
  

 

 
 

 
 

  
 
  

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
  

FOI Release 
Information released under the Freedom of Information Act 

Title: Trade mark statistics 

Date of release: 5 June 2013 

Information request: 
1. No. of registered trade marks in UK in 1972, 1982, 1992, 2002 and 2012. 
2. No. of references to the ECJ from the UK in trade mark cases since 1994. 
3. No. of trade mark agents in the UK in 1972 and 2012. 

Information released: 
Please find attached tables of new trade mark registrations for the years 1972, 1982 and 1992.  
The figure for 2002 and 2012 are available online at: http://www.ipo.gov.uk/about-
facts0304.pdf (pages 31 to 33).  The figure for 2012 is at: http://www.ipo.gov.uk/about-
facts1112.pdf (pages 19 to 22). 

Please note that by 1992 registration of service marks had been introduced and these are listed 
separately below the figures for trade marks.  The distinction was removed in 1994 when the 
term 'service mark' disappeared from UK trade marks law. 

Please note also that the figures for marks protected under the Madrid Protocol were also 
published in 2002 and 2012, listed separately. 

I regret that we do not hold information on how many trade mark cases have been referred to 
the ECJ because the referrals are not made by the IPO.  I suggest that the Treasury Solicitor's 
Department may be able to help you, or failing that, the Ministry of Justice court records 
department. 

I regret that we do not hold a complete list of UK trade mark agents for 1972 or 2012.  We 
only keep a list of the main agents we are in contact with.  You may be able to get this 
information from the agents' professional bodies, ITMA http://www.itma.org.uk/ or CIPA 
http://www.cipa.org.uk/pages/home . 

We are still looking into the possibility of obtaining figures of trade marks in force for 1992, 
2002 and 2012.  It won't be possible to do so before 1992 because of the absence of 
computerised records, and may not be possible for the later dates. 

[PTO] 
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Further information - sent 26 July 2013: 

Please note that the figures I sent you are for registrations for classes of goods (from 1994 

onwards).
 
Before 1994 each trade mark application could only be filed for one class of goods or 

services.  After 31 October 1994 applicants could file trade marks in multiple classes, each 

class of goods being paid for with a separate fee.  These are the figures which I understand 

are counted in the figures for registration.
 

I have figures for marks registered from a database search for years 1992, 2002 and 2012.  

These are figures for actual registrations, including multiclass applications, not just for
 
individual classes.
 

As you may note, the figure for 1992 does not match that published in the Annual Report, 

which it should as these were for single class registrations recorded prior to the introduction 

of multiclass applications in 1994.  This suggests that some of the other data may be
 
inaccurate also.
 

Registered in the year 1/1 to 31/12 - a count of the register history entries for "Trade Mark 

Registered" in the year.
 
1992; 34657 

2002; 23671
 
2012; 33198 


The figures for trade marks in force for each of those years are as
 
follows:
 
Cases with a status of ‘registered’ on 31 December 1992: 347785, 2002: 454095,
 
2012: 462451 


Again, they may not be entirely accurate, but they give a broad indication of the state of the
 
register.
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