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What is the ECS?

The Eligibility Checking Service is a tool owned by the Department for Education
which accesses HMRC and DWP out of work benefit and tax credit information.
Local authorities will input the parent or guardian’s name, national insurance
number and date of birth into the Eligibility Checking Service and this information
will be searched to confirm that the parent is in receipt of a qualifying benefit. If so
then the Eligibility Checking Service will display a ‘found’ result.

The Eligibility Checking Service will not indicate which benefit the parent is in
receipt of and no search footprint will be left; this ensures the service is secure
and proportionate and that personal information is protected.




