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Freedom of Information Request 


You requested information from the Legal Aid Agency (LAA) an executive agency of the Ministry of Justice (MoJ).

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for, and I have provided a response to each of your questions in Annex A below.

(i)The number of criminal law firms who have an office in any duty area in Northumberland, Durham and Cleveland.  Please particularise this information by name of firm and region

ii) The number of individual duty solicitors that each firm employs

iii) The total amount that each firm was paid in criminal legal aid from both crime lower, crime higher, prison law and appeals and review.  This does not have to be split and I just require the total amount paid. The figures required are for years 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013

(iv)Please can you rank the answer to (iii) in decreasing value of claims i.e. so that the firm that obtained the greatest legal aid sum is first.

The region breakdown we have provided is based on CJS area and the CJS areas correspondence with the duty area divide requested above for Northumberland, Durham and Cleveland.

Please note that the list only displays firms with a current Criminal Contract and does not show firms who may have withdrawn from the contract. Please also be aware that some figures may be incomplete as firms may have changed their account numbers due to mergers or restructures within the reporting period.
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There are 84 firms with offices in Criminal Justice Areas of Northumbria, Cleveland or Durham, listed below:

Please note the list displays only Firms with a current 'Criminal Contract' and does not include firms that may have withdrawn from the contract.

The data is correct as at 21/1/2014.

Firm Name Cleveland Durham Northumbria Total 2010-11 2011-12 TOTAL

WATSON WOODHOUSE SOLICITORS LLP 2 1 3 17 £1,803.70£1,656.64£3,460.34

DJMS SOLICITORS LTD TA CKM 2 2 4 13 £1,338.61£1,353.21£2,691.81

HEWITTS SOLICITORS 4 4 8 £1,319.18£1,112.72£2,431.90

TAIT FARRIER GRAHAM 3 3 6 £1,289.60£1,133.86£2,423.46

BROWN,BEER,NIXON,MALLON 2 2 4 £1,146.58£1,058.59£2,205.17

GEOFFREY FORRESTER & CO 1 1 8 £1,043.85£1,079.71£2,123.56

VICKERS CHISMAN & WISHLADE 1 1 9 £997.94 £966.35£1,964.29

CROWE HUMBLE WESENCRAFT 1 1 4 £843.00£1,037.78£1,880.77

DONNELLY MCARDLE ADAMSON SOLICITORS 1 2 1 4 0 £986.40 £889.19£1,875.60

RICHARD HASWELL SOLICITORS LLP 1 1 6 £770.35 £858.46£1,628.81

HAY & KILNER 2 2 6 £725.24 £832.49£1,557.74

MICHAEL PURDON 1 1 1 £772.36 £778.23£1,550.59

PEARSON CAULFIELD 1 1 7 £743.13 £756.24£1,499.36

TAYLOR GOODCHILD LTD 2 2 5 £745.88 £687.88£1,433.76

APPLEBY HOPE & MATTHEWS 2 2 5 £733.19 £670.73£1,403.92

TILLY BAILEY & IRVINE LLP 1 1 4 £646.06 £749.83£1,395.89

YARWOOD & STUBLEY 1 1 5 £590.98 £636.09£1,227.06

MICHAEL HENDERSON & CO LTD 1 1 3 £502.79 £710.22£1,213.01

SMITH & GRAHAM 1 1 2 4 £591.16 £613.70£1,204.86

ROW & SCOTT LTD 1 2 3 5 £575.36 £540.80£1,116.16

THE RICHMOND PARTNERSHIP 2 2 6 £500.88 £575.80£1,076.68

BEN HOARE BELL LLP 2 2 6 £544.04 £526.34£1,070.38

GERALD ARMSTRONG 1 1 2 £542.00 £525.65£1,067.65

BOUSFIELD GASKIN MCGLOIN SOLICITORS 1 1 5 £430.12 £577.53£1,007.65

DAVID GRAY LLP 1 1 7 £509.99 £489.96 £999.95

HODGSON COULTHARD & CO 1 1 4 £531.29 £466.93 £998.22

WESTGARTHS 1 1 6 £418.70 £576.61 £995.31

LEIGH TURTON DIXON 2 2 4 £504.26 £487.86 £992.12

KENNETH M BARROW & CO 1 1 4 £379.25 £591.32 £970.57

SINGLETON WINN SAUNDERS 1 1 3 £460.23 £495.77 £956.00

BRENNANS LLP 1 1 2 £421.74 £510.28 £932.02

MEIKLES 5 5 4 £474.07 £414.38 £888.45

CLARK WILLIS LAW FIRM 1 1 4 £424.29 £460.88 £885.17

SCANLANS 1 1 1 £469.80 £376.35 £846.15

FREEMAN JOHNSON 3 3 3 £456.81 £367.02 £823.84

HADAWAY & HADAWAY SOLICITORS 1 1 3 £331.76 £457.57 £789.33

STEPHENS MCDONALD & ROBSON 1 1 2 £383.33 £403.55 £786.88

FREERS 1 1 5 £413.62 £371.95 £785.58

C W BOOTH & CO 2 2 5 £419.91 £349.41 £769.32

HC LAW LLP T/A HINDLE CAMPBELL LAW FIRM LLP 1 1 4 £341.58 £405.54 £747.12

MCKENZIE BELL 2 2 1 £202.84 £362.40 £565.24

KYLE LEGAL PRACTICE 1 2 3 12 £109.37 £424.89 £534.25

QUALITYSOLICITORS JOHN DONKIN 1 1 3 £277.96 £254.58 £532.54

HATHAWAYS THE LAW FIRM 1 1 3 £111.31 £391.75 £503.07

LAWSON & THOMPSON 3 3 5 £120.24 £381.52 £501.76

KIDD & SPOOR 2 2 2 £250.30 £208.16 £458.46

V G WAUGH 1 1 2 £239.23 £204.56 £443.79

SMITH & COPSEY 2 2 2 £212.02 £202.06 £414.08

MCKEAG & CO 2 2 2 £221.38 £183.91 £405.30

ANDREWS ANGEL SOLICITORS LTD 1 1 1 £242.46 £119.20 £361.66

BAKER GRAY & CO 2 2 1 £182.17 £179.47 £361.64

Number of offices in each area: No. of 

Duty 

Solicitors

Crime claims £000s
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Firm Name Cleveland Durham Northumbria Total 2010-11 2011-12 TOTAL

KHAN'S LAW FIRM LTD TA KK & CO 1 1 1 £71.04 £283.14 £354.18

EMMERSONS SOLICITORS 2 2 1 £122.34 £217.02 £339.36

PAUL J WATSON 1 1 2 £162.16 £171.86 £334.02

LAMBERT TAYLOR AND GREGORY 1 1 3 £183.46 £132.15 £315.61

CHIVERS SOLICITORS 1 1 6 £53.55 £234.93 £288.48

SHERWOOD-SMITH, TILLEY & CO 1 1 3 £96.87 £174.04 £270.92

O'NEILL SOLICITORS 1 1 1 £140.67 £116.02 £256.69

K BOSWELL & CO 1 1 4 £132.62 £121.77 £254.38

HUDSONS HART & BORROWS 1 1 1 £83.75 £165.82 £249.58

IAN O'ROURKE & CO 1 1 1 £59.06 £174.36 £233.42

DAVID SCOURFIELD SOLICITORS 2 2 1 £119.33 £113.73 £233.06

BEECHAM PEACOCK LLP 1 1 2 £127.02 £104.71 £231.72

PAUL DODDS SOLICITORS 1 1 1 £136.33 £90.01 £226.33

IAN CRUICKSHANK & CO 1 1 1 £124.12 £98.04 £222.17

SWINBURNE & JACKSON LLP 1 4 5 3 £116.06 £74.03 £190.09

SWINBURNE MADDISON LLP 1 1 2 £75.34 £71.81 £147.15

KIDD SPOOR TAYLOR 1 1 1 £72.92 £68.08 £141.01

THOMPSONS 1 1 1 £75.38 £64.67 £140.06

ALAN WILSON SOLICITORS 1 1 2 £62.63 £64.62 £127.25

DAVID C HATFIELD & CO 1 1 1 £46.49 £59.19 £105.68

SWINBURNE,SNOWBALL & JACKSON 1 1 3 £45.56 £38.77 £84.33

DAVID BANKS SOLICITORS 1 1 0 £22.04 £62.29 £84.33

HARDINGTON HOGG 2 2 2 £34.73 £39.21 £73.95

ALASDAIR WATSON & CO 2 2 0 £24.53 £42.66 £67.18

HEDLEY SOLICITORS 1 1 1 £6.00 £49.81 £55.81

MILES HUTCHINSON & LITHGOW 1 1 1 £20.29 £28.21 £48.51

BENNETT RICHMOND SOLICITORS 2 2 1 £20.75 £21.33 £42.07

SLATER & GORDON (UK) LLP 1 1 0 £24.59 £14.66 £39.25

BLACKETT HART & PRATT LLP 1 1 0 £17.30 £12.77 £30.06

STANFORD & LAMBERT 1 1 1 £11.83 £15.65 £27.48

DAVID SCOURFIELD INC WILSON & CO 1 1 1 £0.50 £10.24 £10.74

ALDERSON LAW LLP 1 1 6 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00

KEITH S THOMPSON 1 1 0 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00

Number of offices in each area: No. of 

Duty 

Solicitors

Crime claims £000s


