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PRESS NOTICE
COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE RESPONDS TO THE GOVERNMENT’S PROPOSALS FOR A REGISTER OF LOBBYISTS

The independent Committee on Standards in Public Life, chaired by Sir Christopher Kelly, today published its submission to the government’s consultation on the proposal for a statutory register of lobbyists. 

The key points made by the Committee in its response to the consultation are that:

· Convincing reform of lobbying needs to address issues of real public concern. The Committee is not convinced that the transparency of multi-client consultancies is the issue of greatest concern.

· There should be a single regulatory body for lobbying with a single code of conduct.  If is the current attempt at self regulation proves to be ineffective, some form of statutory regulation may need to be considered.
· The information in the register about those engaged in lobbying should include former legislators, even where they have not held ministerial positions, and any close relatives of former or serving ministers.
· To make it more easily accessible, consideration should be given to a single data base including relevant information about both lobbyists and ministerial meetings.
· Any contact with ministers which has a bearing on their official duties should be included in the published lists of ministerial meetings, however that contact occurs, not just meetings arranged by their departments.
· Reform of the arrangements for financing political parties along the lines of the Committee’s recent report would be much more significant in reassuring the public that improper influence is not being exerted on policy decisions than the proposal for a register of multi-client lobbying firms.
· Reform of lobbying needs to be considered alongside the arrangements for vetting post-employment opportunities for former ministers and civil servants and

· Consideration should be given to asking accounting officers to certify annually that they have satisfied themselves that the arrangements in their departments to ensure that officials are vigilant about contacts by lobbyists, and that ministers are reporting relevant contacts, are appropriate.

The full submission is available on the Committee’s website: www.public-standards.gov.uk
Notes to Editors

1. All media enquiries and interview requests for Sir Christopher Kelly, media should contact Maggie O’Boyle on 07880 740627.

2. The Committee on Standards in Public Life is an Advisory Non-Departmental Public Body (NDPB) sponsored by the Cabinet Office. The Chair and Members are appointed by the Prime Minister. The Committee was established in October 1994 with the following terms of reference: “To examine current concerns about standards of conduct of all holders of public office, including arrangements relating to financial and commercial activities, and make recommendations as to any changes in present arrangements which might be required to ensure the highest standards of propriety in public life. Additional terms of reference were announced on 12 November 1997: “To review issues in relation to the funding of political parties, and to make recommendations as to any changes in present arrangements.”

3. The current members of the Committee are: Sir Christopher Kelly KCB, Chairman, Rt Hon Lord Alderdice, Rt Hon Margaret Beckett MP, Oliver Heald MP, Sir Derek Morris MA DPhil, Dame Denise Platt DBE, and David Prince CBE. (The Cabinet Office is currently overseeing an open recruitment process for three independent members of the Committee.)
4. The consultation paper on the government’s proposals is available at http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/proposals-register-lobbyists
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