
 
 
 

 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

 

 

  
 
  

  

  

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

RetuRns to leaRning in fuRtheR education
 

Study uses 2002–2012 ILR-WPLS administrative data to 
estimate returns to FE learning for those who achieve their 
highest learning aim, relative to those who have the same 
highest learning aim, but do not achieve. 

Findings provide a robust estimate of the value added from 
FE learning, with all categories of qualification providing 
positive and statistically significant earnings premiums. 

QualityassuRedto the highestacademicstandards 

eaRning employment gendeR 
RetuRns pRobability 
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RetuRn to level 1 and 2 
maths and english 

Earning Returns 

Amongst Level 2 achievers 

4% 

Amongst Level 2 or 3 achievers 

2% 

Amongst Level 3 achievers 

1% 

estimates represent 
average returns to Full 
Level 2/3 qualifications 
(except for Maths and 
English which is Level 1/2) 
3-5 years after learning. 
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