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	Our Reference: FOI 90771
	

	May  2014


Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

“Financial penalty accounts in Kent based on value paid, value imposed and value written off each financial or calendar year, for the last five years”.
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the Ministry of Justice holds the information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you as below.

	Year
	Total Imposed
	Total Collected
	Legally cancelled
	Administratively cancelled

	2009/10
	£11,461,258
	£7,280,794
	£1,898,845
	£1,186,715

	2010/11
	£11,688,667
	£7,865,722
	£1,549,144
	£1,509,863

	2011/12
	£10,661,722
	£7,869,881
	£1,657,393
	£2,967,685

	2012/13
	£10,866,722
	£7,760,709
	£1,819,042
	£1,976,906

	April 2013 – Dec 2013
	£9,380,334
	£6,437,238
	£1,250,143
	£1,561,700


The figures above include fines, prosecution costs orders, compensation and victim surcharge.  The amounts collected and cancelled can relate to impositions made in the year stated or any previous year.  December 2013 is the latest available data period.
HM Courts & Tribunals Service takes the issue of financial penalty enforcement very seriously and is working to ensure that clamping down on defaulters is a continued priority nationwide.  HM Courts & Tribunals Service actively pursues all outstanding impositions until certain they cannot be collected.  Collection reached an all time high at the end of 2012/13 and collection continued to rise in 2013/14.  By the end of December 2013 total collection (all imposition types excluding confiscation orders) across HMCTS was 2% higher than the same point in the previous year and the outstanding balance had reduced by 3% since the start of the financial year.  On average over the last 12 months 69% of accounts have been either closed or are compliant with payment terms by 12 months after imposition. 

Financial penalties are only administratively cancelled after all attempts to collect the amount outstanding have been made, and in accordance with strict cancellation criteria.  These penalties can be written back on to the system if more information is found – for instance, a new address for the offender.

Legal cancellations can be applied after the case has been reconsidered by a Judge or Magistrate. Typically, legal cancellations are used where a case has been re-opened and the defendant has been found not guilty, following the presentation of additional information.  Legal cancellations can be full or partial remittances of financial penalties.  

� Imposed and collected data for 2009/10 and 2010/11 taken from debt analysis return report and figures from 2011/12 onwards from the financial impositions collection report (E06). 





