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Summary

These statistics provide information on the number and rateable value of properties in the 2010 non-domestic rating list, as at 31st March 2014.  It follows a previous series of statistical publications produced by HMRC (although it should be noted that this publication includes some minor methodological amendments).

Non-domestic rateable properties (known as “hereditaments”) fall either into a local rating list or the central rating list.  There is a single local rating list for each billing authority in England and Wales, and two central rating lists, one for England and one for Wales. The majority of rateable value is contained in local rating lists (over 95 per cent across England and Wales).  The central list is smaller and contains the rating assessments for the network property of major transport, utility and telecommunications undertakings and cross-country pipelines.  There is a single entry in the rating list for each company named in The Central Rating List Regulations 2005.

This publication provides statistics on the number of properties, and rateable value of those properties, as well as the number of properties added to or removed from the non-domestic rating list between 31st March 2013 and 31st March 2014.  For those properties that have not been added to or removed from the list, there are also statistics on the number that saw their rateable value increase, decrease or remain the same between 31st March 2013 and 31st March 2014.  The statistics are also broken down by type of property.  More detail on category definitions can be found in the Methodology section.

In summary, at the 31st March 2014 the 2010 central and local rating lists in England and Wales:

· Have approximately 1,915,000 rateable properties. Commercial rateable properties account for nearly 75 per cent of these (1,431,000);

· Have a total rateable value of £62.6bn. Commercial rateable properties account for nearly 70 per cent of these (£4.3bn).

· Some 420,000 rateable properties have a rateable value between £5,000 and £9,999(22 per cent of the total rateable properties);

· Sixty per cent of rateable properties have a rateable value of less than £10,000. Only5 per cent of rateable properties have a rateable value of £100,000 or more.

· The highest regional rateable value was recorded in London at £16.3bn which accounts for over a quarter (26 per cent) of the total rateable value.

· There was a 1.5 per cent increase in the number of rateable properties between 31 March 2013 and 31 March 2014.

· There was an overall increase in the rateable value of around £143m between 31 March 2013 and 31 March 2014.

· One per cent of rateable properties present at 31 March 2013 and 31 March 2014 saw an increase in their rateable value and 3 per cent of properties saw a decrease in their rateable value

· Some 114,000 rateable properties were added to the rating list, and 86,000 were removed.


About this release

This new statistical release includes four tables summarising the 2010 non-domestic rating list (covering both the central and local rating lists) for England and Wales.  These statistics were previously published by HM Revenue and Customs, but are being published for the first time by the Valuation Office Agency.

The statistics provide information on counts of rateable properties (known as “hereditaments”) and rateable values broken down by property type and geographic location.  They also show changes to the 2010 local rating lists between 31 March 2013 and 31 March 2014, showing numbers of properties added or removed from the rating list, and changes to rateable value that arise as a result of challenges by ratepayers and changes made by the VOA.

These statistics are derived from data for England and Wales from the Valuation Office Agency’s administrative database as at 31 March 2014.

Table 1: Number of rateable properties, total rateable values by detailed property type by country as at 31 March 2014.  Counts of rateable properties and rateable values are broken down by detailed property type (using the VOA’s Primary Description Codes).

Table 2: Distribution of rateable values by property type as at 31 March 2014.  Counts of rateable properties and rateable values are broken down by property types “shops”, “offices”, “warehouses”, “factories” and “other properties”.  NB these types are different to the property types used in table 1

Table 3: Number of rateable properties, total rateable values by Region as at 31 March 2014.  Counts of rateable properties and rateable values are broken down by property type “shops”, “offices”, “warehouses”, “factories” and “other properties”.  NB these types are different to the property types used in table 1 but the same as table 2.

Table 4: Changes in the 2010 Local Rating List between 31 March 2013 and 31 March 2014 by property type.  Counts of rateable properties and rateable values are broken down by property type “shops”, “offices”, “warehouses”, “factories” and “other properties”.  NB these types are the same as used in tables 2 and 3.

The property type classifications have been derived from description codes assigned to rateable properties listed on the rating lists. 

For more details on the property type classifications and methods used to derive the tables, see the Methodology section.


Methodology


Property type classifications

Primary description codes are assigned to all rateable properties by the VOA and identify the type of property and the recommended approach to valuation.  The property type classifications in this release have been assigned by primary description code. 

This is the look up table showing how the primary description codes have been classified. Please note that detailed classifications are used in Table 1 which are different to those used in Tables 2-4.

Look up Table (MS Excel, 43 KB)

Table Methodologies

The tables are produced using two different methodologies:

· Tables 1, 2 and 3 show counts of rateable properties and rateable values by property types as at 31 March 2014 and include rateable properties in both the local and the central rating lists.

· Table 4 gives movements in the 2010 local rating list between 31 March 2013 and 31 March 2014 by property type. The table also shows the position of the central rating list at both snapshot time periods. The statistics have been compiled by comparing the entries on the local rating list as at 31 March 2013 with entries as at 31 March 2014 and then categorised as:

1. Rateable properties which appear at the start of the reporting period but not at the end are “Properties removed”;

2. Rateable properties which appear at the end of the reporting period but not at the start are “Properties added”;

3. Rateable properties which appear at the start and the end of the reporting period are “Existing properties”;

4. For rateable properties present at 31 March 2013 and 31 March 2014 (grouped as the “Existing properties”), the rateable values are compared to determine if the rateable values have “increased”, “reduced” or “unchanged”.

The total rateable value at 31 March 2014 can be obtained by:

· Taking the value at 31 March 2013 (“Local Rating List as at 31 March 2013” category);

· Adding on the net amount due to rateable properties being added (“Properties added” category; and

· Deducting the net amount due to rateable properties removed (“Properties removed” category); and

· Adding the net increase as a result of changes in the rateable value (“RV increased” category); and

· Deducting the net decrease as a result of changes in the rateable value (“RV reduced” category).

It should be noted that while ”properties added” and “properties removed” covers properties added or removed from the list, it can also include cases where the address of a rateable property has changed, perhaps because it was entered incorrectly in the list, which is done by deleting the original entry and inserting a new entry.

Similarly, where a property is split into two or more separate rateable properties or merged with others to form a single rateable property, the original entries are deleted and new entries inserted. In both cases the deletions and insertions are recorded in the table as the removal and addition of properties. Thus both the number and rateable value of removals and additions will be overstated.

In the past, the VOA has provided data to HM Revenue & Custom (HMRC) to compile “Non-domestic rating in England and Wales” release as part of their Business taxes statistics collection.  The final publication of this release was in September 2013
(https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/non-domestic-rating-in-england-and-wales--2#official-statistics)

This new VOA release is broadly in line with the current HMRC publication; however these are key differences in the methodology and therefore are not directly comparable with the previous HMRC statistical series. Differences include:

· Different time period (31 March as opposed to 1 April). To be consistent with existing publications (“Central and Local Rating Lists Summary”) data have been shown at 31 March.

· Changes to Billing Authorities as a result of boundary changes.

· Differences in the underlying raw data. We were unable to access the underlying datasets used to generate the previous HMRC release and therefore unable to explain differences between the last HMRC releases and historical breakdowns re-created using VOA data sources.

The methodology used to allocate the properties types has been kept the same. 


Data quality

The information supplied in the tables is based upon administrative data held within the VOA's operational database.  All administrative data are subject to processing and system errors and as such while the VOA has made every effort to ensure accuracy of the data underpinning this publication it is possible that some errors remain


Use made of the data

This publication is being released as part of a drive towards making VOA’s data more accessible as well as continuing to improve and make more consistent presentation of information to assist users to conduct their own analysis of VOA data.  The data are used to inform government policy and conduct analyses to support the operations of the VOA.

The data in this publication relate to England and Wales only.  The rating law and practice in Scotland and Northern Ireland are different and valuations for rating in those countries are not carried out by the Valuation Office Agency.


Glossary

	Term
	Description

	Area code
	A unique identifier for administrative geographies as specified by the Office for National Statistics (ONS)

	Assessment
	An entry in the rating list is called an assessment

	Billing authority
	A local authority empowered to collect central and local rates on behalf of itself and other local authorities in its area.  In England, shires, metropolitan districts, the Council of the Isles of Scilly, unitary authorities, London boroughs and the City of London are billing authorities.

	Billing authority code
	A unique identifier for billing authorities.

	Business rates
	The commonly used term for non-domestic rates - are charged on most non-domestic premises, including most commercial properties such as shops, offices, pubs, warehouses and factories.

	Central rating list
	the Valuation Office Agency’s list of rateable values for companies named in the Central Rating List Regulations 2005, primarily for the network property of major transport, utility, and telecommunications undertakings and cross country pipelines.  There are separate lists for England and Wales.

	Hereditament
	The legal name for the unit of non-domestic property that is, or may become, liable to national non-domestic rates, and thus appears on the rating lists.

	Local rating list
	The Valuation Office Agency’s lists of all the non-domestic hereditaments in England and Wales.  There is a separate local list for each Billing Authority.

	Primary description (PD) codes
	The primary description codes identify the type of property and the recommended approach to valuation

	Property type
	The property type categories assigned to rateable properties on the central and local lists. Within this publication these have been derived from the property description codes.

	Rateable property
	See “Hereditament”

	Rateable value (RV)
	The legal term for the notional annual rent of a rateable property, assessed by the VOA.  Every property has a rateable value that is based broadly; on the annual rent that the property could have been let for on the open market at a particular date (this is 1 April 2003 for the 2005 local list and 1 April 2008 for the 2010 list.)

	Region
	A geographical unit formerly referred to as Government Office Region (GOR).  The GOR framework was the primary classification for regional statistics and comprised nine regions of England, which combined with the devolved administrations collectively, spanned the United Kingdom.  From 1 April 2011 the term dropped GOR in favour of region.  This release comprises England regions plus Wales

	SCat
	See “Special category”

	Special category
	A code that groups together properties of a similar type.  This includes a property’s use.


A list of these and other terms relating to the non-domestic rating lists is available on the Valuation Office Agency website at the following location:
http://www.voa.gov.uk/rli/static/HelpPages/English/glossary/index.html

Background Notes

The Valuation Office Agency (VOA) is required, by the Local Government Finance Act 1988, to compile (and maintain) rating lists specifying a rateable value for all non domestic rateable properties in England and Wales. These rateable values provide the basis for national non-domestic rates bills, which are issued by local authorities. 

The current rating lists came into effect on 1 April 2010. New lists are usually compiled every five years containing updated rateable values. However, the next revaluation will be with effect from 1 April 2017.

The central rating lists contain the rating assessments of the network property of major transport, utility and telecommunications undertakings and cross-country pipelines.  There is a single entry in the rating list for each company named in the Central Rating List Regulations 2005.  There are separate Regulations and lists for England and Wales.

There is a single aggregate rateable value shown for all the property occupied by the named ratepayer that falls within their definition in the Regulations.  Any property occupied by a central list ratepayer that falls outside the definition will be shown individually in a local rating list.

Rates on central rating list rateable properties in England are paid direct to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, and in Wales to the Welsh Assembly Government.


Further information

The responsible statistician for this release is Sarah Sawyer who can be contacted via email at statistics@voa.gsi.gov.uk.

This release can be found at the following location on the VOA corporate website at gov.uk:
 
add link to gov.uk
Timings of future releases are regularly placed on the VOA Corporate website at the following location: http://www.voa.gov.uk/corporate/Publications/ReleaseTimetable.html
More detailed information on the 2010 rating list is available on the Agency’s website at the following location:
http://www.2010.voa.gov.uk/rli/
Further information on the area codes used in this release please refer to the ONS’s website at the following location: 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/geography/geographic-policy/best-practice-guidance/presentation-order-guidance/administrative-areas/index.html

CSV metadata

The following table provides the variable names and descriptions appearing on the CSV files included in this release. 

	Variable
	Variable Description

	PROPERTY_TYPE
	Detailed Property Type

	E_COUNT
	Number of rateable properties for England

	E_RV
	Total Rateable Value for England

	W_COUNT
	Number of rateable properties for Wales

	W_RV
	Total Rateable Value for Wales

	EW_COUNT
	Number of rateable properties for England & Wales

	EW_RV
	Total Rateable Value for England & Wales

	RV_BANDS
	Rateable Value Band

	AREA_CODE
	Area Code

	REGION
	Region

	S_COUNT
	Number of rateable properties for Shops

	S_RV
	Total Rateable value for Shops

	O_COUNT
	Number of rateable properties for Offices

	O_RV
	Total Rateable value for Offices

	W_COUNT
	Number of rateable properties for Warehouses

	W_RV
	Total Rateable value for Warehouses

	F_COUNT
	Number of rateable properties for Factories

	F_RV
	Total Rateable value for Factories

	OTH_COUNT
	Number of rateable properties for Other properties

	OTH_RV
	Total Rateable value for Other properties

	ALL_COUNT
	Number of rateable properties for All properties

	ALL_RV
	Total Rateable value for All properties



The table below details the variables present in each CSV file (denoted by ‘X’).

	Variable / Table
	Table 1
	Table 2
	Table 3
	Table 4

	PROPERTY_TYPE
	X
	 
	 
	 

	E_COUNT
	X
	 
	 
	 

	E_RV
	X
	 
	 
	 

	W_COUNT
	X
	 
	 
	 

	W_RV
	X
	 
	 
	 

	EW_COUNT
	X
	 
	 
	 

	EW_RV
	X
	 
	 
	 

	RV_BANDS
	 
	X
	 
	 

	AREA_CODE
	 
	 
	X
	 

	REGION
	 
	 
	X
	 

	S_COUNT
	X
	X
	X
	X

	S_RV
	X
	X
	X
	X

	O_COUNT
	X
	X
	X
	X

	O_RV
	X
	X
	X
	X

	W_COUNT
	X
	X
	X
	X

	W_RV
	X
	X
	X
	X

	F_COUNT
	X
	X
	X
	X

	F_RV
	X
	X
	X
	X

	OTH_COUNT
	X
	X
	X
	X

	OTH_RV
	X
	X
	X
	X

	ALL_COUNT
	X
	X
	X
	X

	ALL_RV
	X
	X
	X
	X


