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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

“May I now ask you to confirm the amount of legal aid provided to [David Bieber].”

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for. When we receive a request for information about a specific individual, we can only disclose it if the conditions set out in the Data Protection Act 1998 are met. On this occasion, the conditions for disclosure have been met due to the wider public interest in this case relating to the issue of whole life tariffs, the buying of firearms and violent crime reduction.
The table below shows the sum of legal aid which has been spent on cases involving David Bieber, using the most recent figures available. I must point out that there are still some cases which have not yet finalised. For this reason, the expenditure shown may not represent the total cost to the public purse for these proceedings, as further expenditure may yet be incurred, and any costs already incurred may need to be reconciled against the relevant final bill.
As legal aid has been granted in a variety of proceedings, we have broken the figures down by proceeding type.
Please note that the Legal Aid Agency cannot guarantee the accuracy of the amount shown for ‘Prison law & other crime lower work”. To arrive at this figure, we have searched the computer system used to record data on the type of legal aid known as “Crime Lower”. This computer system is called “Contracted Work and Administration” (“CWA”). 

Crime Lower work includes for example: legal aid provided at a Magistrate’s Court, legal aid to provide a duty solicitor at a police station, and legal aid provided for prison law matters. 

The figure for “Prison law & other crime lower work” is the sum of all legal aid at Crime Lower level provided to persons called “David Bieber” or “D Bieber”. However, as the CWA system does not record dates of birth for applicants, it is not possible to verify that all of these claims relate to the same David Bieber mentioned in your request.

	 Proceeding Type
	Total

	Crown Court murder case
	£236,620.38

	Prison law & other crime lower work
	£23,782.63

	Judicial review
	£16,775.04

	Action Under HRA 1998
	£420.08

	Total
	£277,598.13


England and Wales have one of the most expensive legal aid systems in the world. The Government is reforming legal aid so it remains available to those that need it most while getting better value for the hard-working taxpayers that fund it. Several of these reforms would have an impact on the sums of money included in this case.

We are cutting fees in criminal legal aid cases, with another reduction planned for next summer. Anyone facing a Crown Court trial can apply for legal aid funding to ensure they have access to justice but legal aid costs must represent better value for the taxpayer, who ultimately pays for it. 

A financial means test ensures more affluent defendants make contributions towards their legal aid costs, which may cover the entire cost of their defence. We have introduced a new threshold on Crown Court legal aid to stop the wealthiest defendants with an annual household disposable income of £37,500 or more being automatically granted legal aid, which means we do not have to fight to get the money back after their trial. This would affect defendants who have around £3,000 or more left in the bank each month after paying their essential bills — such as food, mortgage or rent, utilities, childcare etc.

This Government has also changed the rules so that legal aid solicitors will not be paid for completely unarguable judicial review cases. The Government has also now stopped criminal legal aid being given to prisoners unnecessarily on issues where alternative processes such as the prisoner complaints system should be used. This is expected to prevent around 11,000 cases each year being funded unnecessarily.
We are committed to spending taxpayers' money wisely, and legal aid resources should only be available where really necessary. 

You can find more information by reading the full text of the FOI Act (available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/contents).
