I am responding to the proposed change in walking distance for the PIP assessment test.

A reduction from 50 metres to 20 metres would automatically rule out thousands of applicants who already receive the higher rate for mobility under DLA and thus prevent them from using the Motability Scheme. This would save the Government a lot of money but at what cost to the disabled individual concerned?

It would be difficult for most disabled applicants to argue that this distance would not be achievable but will the physical and mental cost to the individual be taken into account.

I cannot find any section in the PIP assessment that takes into consideration the exacerbation of pain brought on by walking or standing. For some people myself included, to walk any distance means a dramatic increase in pain levels and to have to stand for more than a minute without support is absolute hell. 

I think that there is so much more to this question than merely the distance, and other factors such as exacerbation of pain and the fear of falling or stumbling should be taken into consideration. 

Sent from *** ***
