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Freedom of Information Request 
 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):
 
“(1) How many staff are involved with collecting prisoners’ contributions towards victims of crime at (a) Leyhill, (b) Springhill and (c) Prescoed and (2) how many prisoners at each prison are paying, and how much in total was contributed per prison above in 2012 and 2013 to date.”
 
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I have numbered both parts of your request for ease of reference.  

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 

Question 1
Please note that deductions from prisoner earnings are collected automatically by the Shared Service Centre, rather than by staff at the establishment, who therefore only  have only a limited involvement in this area of work.

HMP Springhill report that the only involvement that any of their staff have with the collection of funds is to telephone the Shared Service Centre (SSC) to notify them that they have a prisoner who is due to pay towards victims of crime. The SSC then arrange directly with the prisoner’s employer for funds to be taken.  There are two staff who might make the initial telephone call.
HMP Leyhill have stated that a maximum of one member of staff spending one day a week adequately deals with this work.

HMP Prescoed have likewise said that one member of staff is involved in this work.
Question 2

Please see the tables below.

Table 1 sets out the average number of active prisoners per month in each financial year (or part-year) since the scheme was introduced.  Active prisoners are those working out of the prison on licence and subject to the Prisoners’ Earnings Act levy.  Prisoners may not have worked or been subject to the levy in every month so the monthly average of active prisoners is less than the total number of active prisoners during the period. 

Table 1
	 
	Average number of active prisoners per month

	 
	Oct 2011 - Mar 2012
	Apr 2012 - Mar 2013
	Apr 2013 - Mar 2014

	Leyhill
	50
	49
	45

	Springhill
	36
	42
	38

	Prescoed
	7
	8
	7


Table 2 shows the total deductions made in each prison for the same periods for the purpose of the Prisoner Earnings Act levy.

Table 2

	 
	Total deductions from prisoner earnings

	 
	Oct 2011 - Mar 2012
	Apr 2012 - Mar 2013
	Apr 2013 - Mar 2014

	Leyhill
	 £  42,820 
	 £  69,235 
	 £  70,788 

	Springhill
	 £  42,679 
	 £  71,295 
	 £  38,193 

	Prescoed
	 £    7,300 
	 £  16,200 
	 £  24,410 


I hope you find this information useful.

