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PIP Assessment Development Team

I am a *** year old single mother and I have Multiple Sclerosis, *** and ***.  I have had to retire early on ill-health grounds unfortunately.  I am not able to drive at the moment because of the ***.  But I have mobility problems with the MS and these are progressing,  so getting around can be difficult.  And that affects my ***, as does worrying about things.

I am very pleased that the Government has agreed to look again at the criteria for the mobility component of the PIP.  I have been incredibly worried about the changes since I heard abut them.  20metres is such a short distance, hardly enough for people to be able to get into  a minicar or taxi.  It would also certainly rule out getting public transport.

If the Government decides to put the criteria into place, I will no longer be able get out of the house on many days.  I could not afford to take a taxi everywhere I go and so wouldn't be able to leave the house.  I would have to pay someone to shop for me or to take me places.

In a condition such as Multiple,Sclerosis, where the symptoms may vary from day to day, the 20m criteria is terrifying.  On some days I can't manage to get out of bed, on other days I could walk 50 m or perhaps more.  I am in pain all of the time, fatigue is horrendous, my legs can feel wooden or give way,  and my balance makes me stumble and fall.  I frequently use taxis to get around.

However, this is difficult enough as it is without worrying that I may not get the mobility component of the PIP.  I will admit that I am terrified about this.  Trying to cope with something like MS and how it progresses, as well as the *** and ***, it so stressful, which is making my symptoms worse.  

I urge you to to reconsider the criteria for the mobility element of the PIP

Yours sincerely,

*** ***
*** ***
cc: 

*** *** *** ***
*** *** ***
House of Commons 

London SW1A0AA 
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