My views on the moving around activity within the current PIP assessment criteria are as follows  :-

I am a *** year old female who has suffered from the debilitating disease called *** *** (*** *** ***) for *** yrs.

***is a disease that can affect any part of the body inside or out. The main manifestations of *** are severe pain in all of the joints, muscle weakness, fever, and severe fatigue. I have had organ involvement over the years that I have suffered from ***, the heart the kidneys the liver and I am now being investigated for ***involvement. 

When I am unwell with ***, and a flare up of the disease occurs, the first signs are extreme joint pain, this can be in all joints or random joints, but, I always get it worst in the feet, toes knees, hips and back. I have ***of the spine due to osteoarthritis, I have had *** *** *** and I am waiting for a ***replacement.

My view of the 20 metre benchmark is one of utter disbelief. I can walk roughly 40 metres on a better day with the aid of a stick, and even then I suffer severe pain in my back, hips and feet I am also left breathless by the exertion. I must stress good days are few and far between.

I cannot understand why the DWP has lowered the 50 metre benchmark to 20 metres. A lot of people with a disability fall between the 20 metre and 50 metre rule.

Have the DWP noticed this in the assessments and are trying to drop the amount of disabled people applying for PIP regardless of their illness or disability, It seems like it to me.

How can the DWP drop the benchmark to 20 metres when they do not know anything about the disabled persons lives and how most of us live in pain, isolation and depression. I worked all the way through this living hell disease in pain, fatigued and stressed as far as *** would let me but, in the end I had to give up work my independence my colleagues, our car and a wage packet. I would give anything to be fit mentally and physically, to be able to earn a living, that was the way I was bought up, to earn yourself a decent life.

If this new assessment for moving around criteria is passed by the government, I will not be able to apply for the enhanced rate of disability for PIP. Therefore I will not be able to access Motobility  for transport. This will have a knock on affect in that I will lose the transport to go to the many consultant appointments, test appointments, doctors appointments and self help groups that I have to attend. These last two months alone have seen me visiting *** appointments at different clinics and hospitals.

There is also the worry of losing even more independence and being more isolated. My husband drives me to most places I need to go to but, on the rare occasion that I have a better day I will visit a country park or a garden centre on my own to try and be independent for a few hours, this really is good for the mind and body and I almost feel normal for those few hours. I will also lose my blue badge which will restrict me even further to getting out and about.

My husband gave up work ***years ago to look after me, he is my full time carer. We also have a son who was diagnosed with *** *** *** years ago. He lives with us, my husband is also a carer for him. So as you can see by the information I have submitted that there are no wages coming into our house.

I pray that the Government will really take notice of the disabled persons way of living and the daily struggles to get through the day and night and show compassion.

I pray the Government will not accept the new 20 metres assessment criteria. This is going to have a detrimental effect on most disabled people in this country.

Disabled people just want enough benefit to live on, to pay their rent or mortgage, to feed themselves, to cloth themselves to pay their bills. Most disabled people don’t  want exotic holidays or drip in jewellery. Most disabled people want some independence, dignity and treated with respect. 

This is my view on the Moving around activity within the current PIP assessment criteria.

***@hotmail.***
