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I will speak mainly for myself in my response to how the changes in the 'moving around activity' in the new PIP assessment criteria will adversely affect somebody suffering from MS.

I am a single parent, aged *** with ***. I take painkillers each day for nerve pain in my legs. I am also on DMT, namely ***. I have 2 children aged *** and ***and I work part time and own (with mortgage) my own home.

I am in receipt of higher rate mobility. I have my own car, but as this is *** years old, it requires regular maintenance and 'odd-job' work. I envisage at some point in the near future needing to take advantage of the motability scheme, for which I qualify at present. I use a disabled car parking space very close to my place of work, which means that I do not have to walk far to the entrance. My part time salary, child tax credit and DLA combined mean that I can provide for my family and buy my own home. The DLA enables me to pay taxi fares on occasions when I feel too fatigued to drive my car, yet the children still need to go to their after school activities. It means that I can pay for internet access when again, fatigue overwhelms me and I cannot go supermarket shopping, so I shop online from home. Or it means that I can pay my *** petrol money when *** shops for me or comes to cook meals for the children when the effort is too great for me. I am able to buy my friend a token bunch of flowers when she walks my dog for me. 

I feel very reliant on the help, support and goodwill of friends and family as it is imperative that I stay strong enough to work and provide financially for the family. I am relying on trading in my car at some point soon for a vehicle on the motability scheme. If I did not have my own form of transport and was reliant on public transport then I do not know for how long I could keep up my job. My journey to work, would involve walking to the bus stop, then catching 2 buses, then a walk to my place of work. Just contemplating it fatigues me and I know that I would not be able to do that *** days a week. Sometimes even walking in a straight line is difficult to maintain, so to walk, in rush hour, in a busy city centre (***), is a frightening thought and one which at times I would be unable to do. Nerve pain in my leg can be severe some days which makes driving tiring and painful, but usually manageable, as opposed to walking the distances required for eg getting to work. As a *** ***, the impact of my not qualifying for the enhanced rate of PIP would be financially devastating to me and my family. The financial consequences of my not working would be ruinous to myself and the children. If I did manage to keep working, the extra time spent travelling on public transport (no motability car, not enough money to maintain my ageing car, no money for taxis) would mean that I would be so exhausted at the end of the day, the care of my family would suffer. My youngest *** would have to stay in after-school club for longer periods (costing more money) and *** out of school activities such as ***and *** lesson would fall by the wayside due to the unmanageable costs of regular taxis and sheer fatigue on my part after expending all my effort getting to and from work.

I do therefore feel very burdened by the thoughts of how PIP will affect not just myself but many others with disabilities who are trying to work hard and bring up families while struggling with day to day pain and fatigue. I would request that serious consideration be given to realising the reality of the consquences of such a change, for so many people.

Yours sincerely,

*** *** 
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