Dear Assessment Team

 

I am very concerned by the proposal to reduce the 50m walking rule to 20m, in order to qualify for the highest rate of PIP payment.:

1. I interpret this to mean that walking ability is restricted to being able to get out of the wheelchair around the house, or maybe outside in the immediate vicinity of your home, in order to qualify for PIP at the highest rate.

2. Motability: People currently using their higher rate DLA to fund their Motability car to get to work who can walk more than 20m will lose their entitlement to Motability, and probably have to give up their employment and rely on benefits. This could be devastating for the disabled person, and unlikely to benefit the economy.

I became disabled just after my 65th birthday, so was not able to benefit from 'Motability', I had to use my savings to fund an adapted car to enable me to remain independent. Without savings that would not have been possible, I would not have been able to get to hospital appointments etc unaided.

3.Most disabled people value their independence very highly, at whatever level, the reduction of the walking distance from 50m to 20 m may seem trivial  to the able bodied, but would cause distress to thousands of disabled people.if it were implemented

 

I beg you to think again, and abandon the proposed 20m rule, and leave the minimum distance at 50m, as originally proposed.

 

Yours faithfully

 

*** ***

(Amputee)
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