Dear Department of Work and Pensions

Many thousands of people with Parkinson's rely on high rate mobility payments for getting around as their mobility gets worse.

If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson's will lose out. 

By the Department's own admission 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence, such as the ability to get from a car park to a supermarket.

The Government should be helping people with Parkinson's maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes.

I would like the Department to introduce fairer criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility PIP.

 

I am a *** **** *** and have worked for Social Services for *** years during this time I have worked with a number of people who  have Parkinson’s and mobility has always been a significant difficulty.

 

My husband was diagnosed last year at the age of *** after ***  years of deteriorating health, when he finally got his diagnosis by a specialist which was backed up by a DAT scan he was advised not to work due to the risks his symptoms cause.

 

If you didn't know he had Parkinson’s you would initially think he may have had a stroke as he has a marked left sided weakness, he  is awkward when mobilising and drags his *** *** and he has no “swing” in his upper body and holds his left arm ridged [again another symptom of Parkinson’s], he is also prone to tripping and stumbling due to his mobility problems.

 

There are many other symptoms that he has which have affected his life, he gets periods of being very fatigued, he has muscle weakness, poor grip and fine motor skills, he can also no longer deal with any type of stress or change to his daily routine, we can no longer “get up and go”, we have to plan what we are going to do very carefully and often my husband decides not to go out due to his disability.

 

Parkinson’s is a degenerative chronic long term condition and for the Government to even consider reducing much needed benefits to sufferer’s is absurd and the added stress that this causes to sufferer’s and carer’s is unjust.

 

Please look at your policies and reconsider, as a wife of a sufferer who has worked all of his life without a break until he became ill I feel let down that we have to keep fighting for him to be able to try and achieve a basic standard of life alongside this debilitating chronic condition.

 

Yours sincerely

 

*** ***
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