Dear Sir or Madam

I wish to participate in the consultation for PIP – ability to walk distance reduction to 20m from 50m.

I strongly disagree with the proposal to reduce the distance from the current 50m to only 20m.

I claim DLA and currently qualify for Higher Rate Mobility.  This means that I have been assessed by a Doctor as typically unable to walk more than 50m.  The DLA benefit payments mean that I can afford to pay for transport to help me get out of the house.

50m is a relatively short distance. People who already qualify for HRM have significant mobility difficulties. Reducing the criteria to 20m means that even fewer people will qualify.  50m is the usual distance used as a benchmark for other mobility ‘benefits’ such as Blue Badge entitlement, and for the guidelines used to govern how far disabled parking spaces should be placed to allow adequate disabled access to buildings. I have not seen any evidence to support reducing further the already relatively short distance of 50m.

I fear that if the distance is reduced arbitrarily to 20m then I will no longer qualify for DLA / PIP mobility. This means that I will be practically housebound.  Being unable to leave the house will have a negative affect on my health and well-being. Long-term this is likely to cause my health to deteriorate and likely to mean increased costs in other areas of public spending eg health services. This proposal is likely therefore to be a very false economy indeed.

Please reconsider the proposal to reduce to distance so drastically. Disabled people have additional costs as a result of their disability, and benefits such as DLA are designed to assist us with the additional costs.  Please do not cut off our lifeline.

Thank you.
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