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The proposed PIP mobility criteria fail to take into consideration variable conditions such as multiple sclerosis - I go through periods of relapse where I am unable to move from my bed or get to the bathroom, but during periods of remission I would not qualify for PIP under these criteria. 

They also fail to take into consideration the impact of fatigue, which is a significant concern for those with MS. Being able to walk more than 20m may be possible, but it may cause debilitating knock-on effects in the hours or days afterwards, severely impacting on my ability to live my life.

I have recently been awarded the Higher Rate of DLA, which has allowed me to get a Motability car. This has transformed my life, allowed me to be independent, and has had such a significant impact on me mentally and physically that I am getting stronger, moving in a positive direction, and able to work more because my life is more manageable and less exhausting. 

Taking away this benefit would drastically impact my ability to stay independent and would negatively affect my life to an extreme degree. I believe more consideration should be given to conditions like mine which impact people in ways that are not necessarily quantifiable, and which are variable. It is not possible to measure everyone with MS on the same scale as others with MS, or others with disabilities in general. MS is a very unique condition, and the benefits system should acknowledge that and treat it as such.
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