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Mrécently hald a forum for farmers in my constituency te discuss how policy is affecting
them. | wanted ta write to you to raise the concerns that they presented ta me. ! wouid be
grateful if you could consider these issues so that | can provide my constituents with a full

response.

The most pressing issue is that the European Commission has announced that the reformed
CAP scheme will probably not be implemented before 2015, However, there is uncertainty
about whether tha RDP will be able to begin in 2014, or whether that will also be defayed.
Also with regard to HLS schemes, there was strong encpuragement for historical features to

be included.

The question of why abstraction licences are limited to five months, rather than being based
on river flow to vital irrigation water to be taken when it is available was also raised.

Although many farmers were appreciative that the number of farm inspections has reduced,
there was a view that veterinary inspections, especially for cattie, have increased.

Concemns were raised about the dosing of the SAWS scheme after December 2013, and the
possible shortage of agricultural workers that will resuit.

The yuestion of what contingency far continuing the agricultural subsidy regime is going to
be mad hete is a referendum and we come out of Europe was also raised.
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