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From Richard Banyon MP
Minister for Natural Environment and Fishertes

Thank you for your letter of 23 February to Jim Paice about the Rural Growth Network pilot
competitlon. ! am replying as the Minister responsible for this policy area.

The selection process for the Rural Growth Network pilot competition was open to all local
authorittes and Local Enterprise Parinarships and applications are being assessed against ,
the ériteria that we published in the application guidance. We will seek the best fit of pilots, :
taking into account the range of models being proposed and the rescurces available, and
seeking to achieve a balance across the pilot group In terms of type of rural area and rural
economic activity.

| am delighted that you are supportive of the New Anglla Local Enterprise Parinership

becoming a Rural Growth Network pilot. However, you will appraciate that in order to
maintain a fair and transparent process | am unable to enter Into discusslons regarding
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RICHARD BENYON MP




