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My name is *** ***. I am *** years old, and I was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis, which affects my mobility amongst other things, *** years ago. I continued working for eleven years after diagnosis, until my condition meant that I could no longer continue. Coupled with this I also have a *** problem with my feet, which causes extreme pain and requires me to attend for podiatry treatment every four weeks. I currently attend hospital on a four-weekly basis for drug therapy for my MS. The hospital I attend is some 36 miles away from my home, and there is no adequate public transport to get me there. I firmly believe that the reduction of the qualifying walking distance to only 20 metres will lead to hundreds of thousands of genuine disabled claimants losing their entitlement to the higher rate of the Mobility component. This in turn will lead to many of these people being trapped in their own homes and excluded from normal social activities and the necessary appointments that many of them have to undertake. These people currently use their entitlement  to pay for either taxis or mobility cars, so that they can get very near to the places they need to go. The reduction in the amount of money they receive would have a catastrophic effect on their ability to integrate and participate in normal everyday life. Whilst people with disabilities like my own can never have a normal life,  the reduction would place many restrictions on activities that I am currently able to undertake. This includes taking my disabled adult daughter, who we care for at home, to the appointments she also needs to attend.  We only have one car, and would not be able to afford a vehicle on the benefits that we currently receive. This could lead to us having to put our daughter back in residential care, where she had already spent *** years. Caring for our daughter actually saves the government a great deal of money. However, it would be the impact on my own life that would be the crucial factor. Caring for our daughter is just another massive complication to my life. The 50 metre walking distance that currently applies under DLA rules has been established over many years. Caselaw established through the Social Security Commissioners underpins the 50 metre distance. Disability Appeal Tribunals, Welfare Rights Officers and such organisations as the CAB have rightly accepted that the 50 metre distance is appropriate when assessing whether someone is virtually unable to walk. I see no reason why this should now be changed other than to disentitle large numbers of genuinely disabled people. If the DWP believe that there are people claiming fraudulently, then I believe they should take the action that is already available to them to clamp down on this without taking this drastic step. The 20 metres currently advocated is only a very short distance. For example, if I was able to walk from the disabled parking available at the hospital to the hospital foyer where there might be a wheelchair available, I would have already walked more than 20 metres. Another example would be if I parked in the disabled bay at my local supermarket and managed to walk to the disability scooters in the foyer, I would also have walked more than 20 metres.  A further example would be if a person had to attend a medical examination with ATOS, and they were able to walk from the waiting room to the examination room, they would have walked more than 20 metres. If I was to lose my entitlement, I would have to spend most of my life at home. I could not attend my vital hospital appointments, or get to the clinic where I get my podiatry treatment. If I was able to get on a local bus, they would still leave me a great distance from many of the appointments I need to attend. It is already very stressful and  wearing to attend these appointments, and life would simply be impossible with the loss of such income. I am sure this will apply to many, many people, and I do not understand why disabled people are going to be punished in this way. My family and I hope that some notice will be taken of this and that the 50 metre rule will be accepted.

Yours sincerely,

*** ***
*** ***
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