Dear Sir/Madam,

 

I am in full support of the "we are spartacus" survey regarding the Government's consultation on the mobility component of PIP on the new distance of 20m rather than the original 50m.

 

As I understand it, the "moving around" component refers to mobilising outdoors.  

 

You should keep the 50m distance as this is a much more practical distance.  This is the distance set out for all the other benefits and also for disabled parking bays.

 

I am a disabled person and it would be impossible to go shopping or visit my friends or attend a doctor's or hospital appointment with 20m.  

 

Just because you may be able to manage up to 20m unaided by another person but with other aids does not mean you can manage more.

 

Coping with disability and mobilising has a cumulative effect.  Walking does not just involve being able to walk a minimum/maxium distance but also doing whatever it is that has required you to do so.  It could be shopping, for example.  Just because you've been able to get into the shop, it does not mean that you are then able to walk around it the same way as an able-bodied person.

 

This doesn't just affect the disabled but the elderly as well.

 

Yours faithfully,

 

*** *** ***

