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PRESS NOTICE
12 June 2012
COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE – NEW MEMBERS

The Prime Minister has appointed three new members to the Committee on Standards in Public Life.

The three new members are:

· Sheila Drew Smith

· Patricia Moberly

· Richard Thomas

They have been appointed following an open competition. They took up their appointments on 17 May 2012.
David Prince has been re-appointed to the Committee for a second three year term commencing 1 June 2012.

The Cabinet Office will shortly begin the process of recruiting a new Chair for the Committee. Sir Christopher Kelly’s term of office ends on 31 December 2012.

The Committee is currently carrying out a review ‘Ethics and best practice – what works?’ to examine what drives high standards of ethical behaviour. They are looking at the key characteristics of ethically healthy organisations and the role played by codes of conduct and other mechanisms for the promotion of standards. More information about this piece of work is available on the Committee website: www.public-standards.gov.uk
Notes to Editors

1. All media enquiries and interview requests for Sir Christopher Kelly, media should contact Maggie O’Boyle on 07880 740627.

2. More information about the work of the Committee is available on its website: www.public-standards.gov.uk
3. The Committee on Standards in Public Life is an Advisory Non-Departmental Public Body (NDPB) sponsored by the Cabinet Office. The Chair and Members are appointed by the Prime Minister. The Committee was established in October 1994 with the following terms of reference: “To examine current concerns about standards of conduct of all holders of public office, including arrangements relating to financial and commercial activities, and make recommendations as to any changes in present arrangements which might be required to ensure the highest standards of propriety in public life. Additional terms of reference were announced on 12 November 1997: “To review issues in relation to the funding of political parties, and to make recommendations as to any changes in present arrangements.”

4. Sheila Drew Smith OBE is an economist by background.  She has been an independent assessor for public appointments (OCPA) since 1997 and undertakes selection work in the private sector.  She is a non executive director of the London Thames Gateway Development Corporation and of the National Approved Letting Scheme.  She was a board member of the Housing Corporation between 2002 and 2008), the Audit Commission between 2004 and 2010, and the Infrastructure Planning Commission and the Office of the Regulator of Social Housing till March 2012.  She was a member or chair of the Audit and Risk Committee in each of these organisations.   Prior to this she was a partner in the predecessor firms of PricewaterhouseCoopers working in the UK and internationally.  Her earlier career was in the civil service including HM Treasury.

5. Patricia Moberly was Chair of Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust from 1999 to 2011. During her previous career as a schoolteacher, she worked in secondary schools in London and Zambia, and was Head of the Sixth Form at Pimlico School from 1985 to 1998. She served on the National Executive of the Anti-Apartheid Movement, was a member of Area and District Health Authorities and of the General Medical Council, a local councillor and a magistrate. Currently she is a prison visitor and a member of the Ethics Committee of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, and serves on an advisory committee to the Secretary of State for Transport. She also holds an appointment as a panellist for the Judicial Appointments Commission.  She has declared political activity on behalf of her local Labour Party. 
6. Richard Thomas CBE LLD was the Information Commissioner from November from 2002 to 2009 with a range of responsibilities under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Data Protection Act 1998 and related laws.  He is currently Chairman of the Administrative Justice and Tribunals Council (AJTC) and Deputy Chairman of the Consumers Association, a Trustee of the Whitehall and Industry Group, a Strategy Adviser to the Centre for Information Policy Leadership (a think tank associated with US law firm Hunton & Williams) and a Board Member of the International Association of Privacy Professionals (IAPP). Richard has been awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws degree by the University of Southampton and is a visiting Professor at the University of Northumbria. During his earlier career his roles included Director of Consumer Affairs at the Office of Fair Trading from1986 to 1992 and Director of Public Policy at Clifford Chance, the international law firm from 1992 to 2002.

7. The three new members have been appointed for 5 year, non-renewable terms. Committee members may claim £240 per day for Committee business if they are not already in receipt of a salary from the public purse for the days for which they claim.
8. The current members of the Committee are: Sir Christopher Kelly KCB, Chairman, Rt Hon Lord Alderdice, Rt Hon Margaret Beckett MP, Oliver Heald MP, Sir Derek Morris MA DPhil, Dame Denise Platt DBE, and David Prince CBE.
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