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	Our Reference: FOI 87511
	

	January 2014


Freedom of Information Request 

You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):
Hello Section 14 of the Policing and Crime Act 2009 created a new offence under section 53A of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 of paying for the sexual services of a prostitute subjected to force, threats or other form of coercion by a third party. I would like to find MoJ figures on how many individuals have been convicted of the new section 53A offence in the Magistrates Court since it came into force 1 April 2010, broken down by year if possible. I have searched on the website but if they are published there I have been unable to find them. Thank you, Jenny Parks

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds the information that you have asked for and I am pleased to provide this to you.
The table attached shows the number of offenders found guilty at magistrates' court under Section 53A of the Sexual Offences Act 2003, in England and Wales, from 2010 to 2012 (the latest available).
We are committed to tackling the harm and exploitation that can be associated with prostitution and believe that individuals who want to leave prostitution should be given every opportunity to find routes out. 

Regardless of the legal position of prostitution, the law on rape and sexual assault is clear and unequivocal.  We expect every report of sexual violence and rape to be treated seriously from the time it is reported, every victim to be treated with dignity, and every investigation and prosecution to be conducted thoroughly and professionally.  

