


















Response to:  



 Consultation on the PIP assessment Moving around activity








Rebecca Millar
Policy and Campaigns Officer 
Linkage Community Trust



Full name:			Rebecca Millar

Job title:			Policy and Campaigns Officer
Organisation:			Linkage Community Trust

Type of organisation:	Linkage Community Trust is a national charity based in Lincolnshire, which delivers high-quality specialist education, care and employment support services to learning disabled people. Its 36-year history has established Linkage as a major provider in delivering flexible services, which promote personal autonomy, independence and achievement. The aim is to ensure that learning disabled people have the same rights and opportunities for inclusion, fulfilment and feeling valued in society as everyone else. 
Linkage College is the longest-established specialist further education college in the country. It accommodates both residential and day students at our Lincolnshire campuses, aged primarily between 16 and 25. Linkage Care Services offer residential care, supported accommodation and respite care facilities in more than 70 properties across the county and beyond. Our Employment Services work in partnership with more than 140 employers to support learning disabled people into meaningful and sustainable work. 
Linkage Community Trust is a registered charity no. 504913, Company Limited by Guarantee No. 01240377. 

Contact address:		Lindum Business Park, Langton House, Station Road, 
                              		North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 3QX
Telephone number:		01522 507224
Email:				Rebecca.millar@linkage.org.uk 


[bookmark: _GoBack]What are your views on the Moving around activity within the current PIP assessment criteria? 
Linkage Community Trust believes that the proposed 20 metre benchmark distance is too low. Most people who have mobility difficulties or use a wheelchair are able to walk short distances but this does not reflect the true extent of their ability to mobilise. It also does not take into account that a person’s mobility may fluctuate depending on their condition. Some days they may be able to mobilise for 20 metres safely, to an acceptable standard, repeatedly and in a timely fashion. However, this does not mean that they are able to do so all the time. It may just be that they are having a ‘good day’ when assessed. 
20 metres is also an impractical distance to measure in most settings. It does not reflect a sufficient distance to be able to mobilise to achieve any level of independence. It is a very short distance and disabled people may be further hindered if they lose their access to passported benefits (e.g. motobility) if they no longer qualify for the enhanced rate. This will further restrict their mobility and increase the risk of isolation. 
There is little logic in the decision to restrict the enhanced rate to the 20 metre threshold. In the past, 50 metres has commonly been used as the benchmark for a variety of other disability benefits. To restrict this further now increases the confusion of the government’s rationale for these changes.  It gives the impression that this exercise has been focused on cost savings rather than the genuine needs of disabled people. 
All in all, Linkage Community Trust would strongly urge the government to reconsider setting the distance to 50 metres in order to qualify for the enhanced rate of mobility and thus prevent disabled people being further excluded and isolated from their local communities. 
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