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PIP MOVING AROUND CONSULTATION RESPONSE

The NNPCF is a network of Parent Carer Forums from each Local Authority areas in England.  Parent Carer Forums include parent carers with a full range of experiences as their children and young people have a wide range of conditions and they have a collective membership of over 52,000 active parent carers.  
 
Parent carer Forums work together, locally, regionally and nationally, to effect local and national service improvement for children and young people with SEN and disabilities from 0-25. The steering group of the NNPCF is made up of representatives of the nine English regions and up to three non regional roles. The aims of the NNPCF are:
· to ensure that good practice, knowledge and shared expertise about parent participation continues to grow and strengthen,
· to develop a cohesive and coherent structure to sustain and develop the effectiveness of parent carer forums across England and
· to strengthen pan disability, parent lead model of local forums and boost our collective voice. 
The NNPCF Steering Group are very concerned that the enhanced mobility rate of the PIP is likely to only apply to those unable to walk more than 20m.  Whilst this would cover those with the most limited, or no, walking ability, there are many young people who could walk more than 20m but less than 50m whose access to equal life chances depends on accessing the higher mobility allowance. Therefore, we, like others, feel  that inability to walk more than 50m is a much more appropriate criterion on which to base the enhanced mobility rate.
 
Additionally, the NNPCF Steering Group is, like the British Academy of Childhood Disability, extremely concerned that the blue badges would not be available under PIP for children and young people with severe mental impairments and/or challenging behaviour.  We are also seeking reassurance that the enhanced rate of mobility allowance will be available still for those who have severe learning difficulties and challenging behaviour and are unable to plan journeys, or lack awareness of danger, or repeatedly place themselves in danger and so usually require one or more adults continuously in attendance to guide and protect them.  

Parent carers have commented as follows on these aspects of the changes to PIP:

“I would question whether the DWP have carried out an Equality Impact assessment.  It is well and good saying they are going with the majority of 








people with disabilities (who are physically disabled) but the reality is for our families it is almost impossible to get out, to use public transport etc.”

“It is still very much the medical model of disability and not the social model and for so many families with young adults with severe learning difficulties and challenging behaviour, they are looking at being socially isolated if these changes go through.  Many families, including my own, cannot access public transport with their son or daughter and the older and bigger they get the more difficult it becomes”
 
“It may have a knock on effect to things like SEN transport - "If they don't qualify for the mobility component then why do they need transport to college?" - as well as the restriction in social activities, health and wellbeing leading the rising obesity levels etc.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Any restriction of eligibility for the enhanced mobility component of the PIP is also likely to prevent access to the Motability scheme.  We need assurances that this will not be the case and these children and young people will continue to access Motability (and the blue badge) as now.  Otherwise it would be devastating for families and these young people.  It would also be all the more concerning as we are working, with others, at a national level on the response to Winterbourne View which sees as an essential objective that these very young people should be more (not less) present and visible in our local communities. 
 
The NNPCF being keen to engage further on this topic and willing to meet you to discuss these concerns further.
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