Dear Madam/Sir

Please find below feedback on the PIP Moving Around consultation from Nottinghamshire Disabled People's Movement. We hope you will give our comments serious consideration and we will see changes in the current criteria for the Moving Around activity.

We think it is unfair and discriminatory to differentiate between people who can walk up to 50m unaided and those who can cover this distance with an aid. Both are going to be equally restricted in their movements and both would meet the eligibility criteria for a Blue Badge. We think both should be scored at the enhanced rate. 

Similarly, we believe there is no justification for differentiating between those people who can walk up to 20m and those who can walk up to 50m. They will have the same requirements for support and assistance. The threshold of 20m is far too low and seems to be a random figure. It does not fit in with other mobility related eligibility criteria such as for the Blue Badge and would not equate with any meaningful journey. There should be no distinction between 20m and 50m with the latter being the deciding criteria and both should be eligible for the enhanced rate. 

In Section 4.14 the definition of moving around refers to being able to move on a flat surface. This is unrealistic as very few places are completely flat.  This discriminates against those who would manage some distance on a flat surface, but not up hill. We would like to refer you to the Criteria for Blue Badge eligibility DFT Blue Badge Scheme Local Authority guidance England February 2012. This refers to:

 “consider the person's ability to negotiate the types or pavement or road one would normally expect to find in the course of walking outdoors. No pavement or road is absolutely flat therefore a degree of 'incline' and 'decline' should be considered in the course of a mobility assessment." 

We think the definition regarding walking on a flat surface should be amended in keeping with the Blue Badge criteria.

The current thresholds have a negative, discriminatory impact for disabled people. they exclude a large number of disabled people who need support.  We are very concerned about the reference in section 3.5 on overall welfare expenditure being taken into account regarding PIP. Disabled people have no choice about their level of need and support  and the current thresholds discriminate against some people who have difficulties moving around.

We believe there are other factors to take into account when assessing physical mobility.  These include: breathlessness and pain, balance and other criteria as covered in eligibility for a Blue Badge. PIP refers to moving around outside, there are also issues for people when moving around in other areas such as indoor communal areas. 

Please contact us if there are any queries.

Regards

Jo Mossman and Liz Silver 

Nottinghamshire Disabled People's Movement

jo.mossman@btinternet.com & liz.silver@phonecoop.coop
