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Freedom of Information Request 
You requested the following information from the Ministry of Justice:

Concerning the availability of SOTP Extended and HSF:

1. Which C-Category prisons currently offer the programmes?
2. How many places are available to recalled inmates?

3. How many weeks the courses normally take?
4. The current availability and the availability approximately as at September 2013.

5. Is the information available to the probation Service and the Parole board?
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

I can confirm that the Ministry of Justice holds information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. In relation to the following questions.
1. Which C-Category prisons currently offer the programmes?

4. The current availability and the availability approximately as at September 2013.

Interventions are commissioned on an annual basis in order to meet the needs of the population, and in response to the National Offender Management Service (NOMS) Commissioning Intentions. Please find enclosed with this letter a table that shows the places commissioned for the Healthy Sex Programme (HSP), formerly known as the Healthy Sexual Functioning Programme (HSF), and Extended Sex Offender Treatment Programme (ESOTP) in Category C Prisons in 2013/2014 and 2014/15.
2. How many places are available to recalled inmates?

It is not possible to reserve places on programmes for particular types of offenders and as such there is no specific number of places available on HSP or the Extended programme for recalled prisoners. NOMS focuses investment where it will maximise public protection and have greatest impact on frequency of offending.  This means that interventions are targeted on the basis of risk, need and responsivity principles, and places on HSP and ESOTP are prioritised on this basis.
3. How many weeks the courses normally take?
The Extended programme constitutes 76 sessions of treatment.  Each session is approximately 2.5 hours in length.  Treatment takes place up to 5 times per week.      
Each session on the HSP can last between 30 minutes and 1.5 hours.  Delivery is at the rate of one or two sessions per week.   Providing the session length remains within these limits and providing the total dosage of treatment does not exceed 30 hours, the programme can be delivered in any number of sessions.  For example, a higher number of sessions lasting 30 minutes can be delivered, if it is felt this would be more helpful and responsive to the participants’ learning style. 
5. Is the information available to the probation Service and the Parole board?

Yes, in that information about accredited programmes is published. The National Offender Management Service commissions accredited programmes on an annual basis. Details of which accredited programmes are delivered in which prisons can be found in the NOMS Custody Programmes Table 2014 to 2015. I enclose a copy of the table with this letter. 
