I am very pleased that you are looking at a fresh consultation re the latest changes for the new benefit PIP.  I strongly feel that 20 metres was not right and has been proved to be unlawful with out the proper consultations.

 

The timely, safely question has been discussed greatly.  If you cannot do it safely and time in your own home, then equally so you could not do it outside, your health situations do not change.

 

I suffer with ME.CFS, feeling tired exhausted all the time, generalised arthritis particularly in ankles, due to some tendon problem, and I lose my balance easily, trip and bump into objects, whether outside or inside, it is still very difficult.

 

Use crutches when my ankles are very bad (this leaves me in a state where walking is difficult).  So it may be 50 metres sometimes 20 metres, but it was an unbelieve worry for you to change it to 20 metres.  Because of pains in my body (suffering with fibro myalgia, which gives terrible pain throughut the body) I walk slowly with pain and fatigue.  Fatigue is something I suffer with constantly.

 

Withut a car I would be housebound, this was many disabled people's fears, who applying for higher mobility allowance.

 

Bad press has gone to disabled people since it was made clear by the government, releasing information to the papers of benefits we get. But our concerns are real and it is wrong for us to be penalised, through no fault of our own.

 

No consultations were made with disability organisations before this new walking rule was made, leaving us isolated, being judged so harshly.  

 

Ministers have come out saying this system should be fair, even Mr Duncan Smith has said  all we have to do is fill out a form and we are self assessed, completely wrong, this is a hard benefit to get.  GPs and other medical personnel have to state what our difficulties are, and we need help filling in this form, or else our claims are dismissed.  Certainly not true that is an easy benefit to get it is a very hard benefit in the old system.  I cannot see people committing fraud with this system, virtually impossible.  It took me several times to get my DLA.  I gave up on it, untill I got help from a charity to fill in the forms, and was told I should have got it first time round, and he told the tribunal that.

 

I hope this information helps.

 

Best wishes

*** *** ***
