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Hello, I was diagnosed with MS at the age of ***, *** years ago. My condition is deteriorating to the point that mobility is becoming a problem. Currently I use two crutches all the time although one is sufficient in a familiar indoor environment. I am fortunate enough to qualify for the higher mobility rate of DLA therefore have a Motability car.

I am concerned that the assessment criteria for the mobility component of PIP are too harsh.  The distance of 20 metres is not in mind my sufficient to assess whether a person qualifies for the enhanced mobility rate of PIP. Personally I think I can manage 20 metres on my crutches however it would be at a slow pace and I am not sure I could repeat it several times without a good sit down. It also would depend on the surface I am walking on. If I am walking on an indoor floor with no hazards then I can walk further. In an outside environment, i.e. a pavement with potholes and kerbs to manoeuvre around/over (real life) then I can walk much less before I tire or fall. An ideal assessment would be to follow an MS sufferer around for a couple of hours within their own environment to get a real picture of everyday life and the reality of moving about with this disease. I think this would soon paint a picture of the limitations and the problems faced.

I use my mobility car to take my *** *** *** daughter to school. I have a mobility scooter but can not imagine covering the *** miles each way (twice a day) on it if I were to lose my mobility car as it is for light usage and would be hazardous. If I were to lose my mobility car because I suddenly did not qualify for it because of the new PIP 20 metre ruling, it would be devastating as we could not afford as a family to replace it using our own funds. Without my mobility car I do not think I could function properly in society. My daughter would also miss out as I would no longer be able to take her to the park she enjoys which we have to drive to or take her to visit friends and family. If I were able to, I would use the bus/train but find the logistics of doing so impossible to manage (the steps onto the train, getting to the bus stop, climbing onto the bus etc etc).

Maybe I will qualify and be able to keep my mobility car but based on the criteria, I believe I am borderline and it worries me that if I am tested on one of my better days in a "safe" environment, not replicating a real life situation then I probably wont and I will be forced to give up some of my independence which is one of the things that keeps me going. Without my car, I would have to rely on other people more which I would hate.

I believe the 20 metre criteria should be reconsidered for people like me who would just like to get on with life to the best of our ability without further obstacles being put in our way. It is hard enough living with this condition, without having the threat of vital support being withdrawn looming over us.

Yours sincerely,

*** ***
*** ***
cc: 

*** *** *** *** ***
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