I am a physically disabled woman of *** years of age...

50 metres has been regarded for many years as guidance for those who cater for people of limited mobility and for the disabled themselves.  The Government itself recommends that seating on pedestrian routes should be no more than 50 metres apart and that parking spaces for Blue Badge holders should preferably be provided within 50 metres of e.g. a supermarket entrance.  

Indeed, in the notes to the second draft, dated November 2011, DWP states that 

¨50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk  in order to achieve a basic level of INDEPENDENCE¨.

Under DLA, 50 metres is often used as the benchmark distance to determine whether a claimant is ¨virtually unable to walk¨.  For ESA, the 50 metres benchmark is also used.

If you try it for yourselves, you will find that 20 metres is a ridiculously short distance.  What can I possibly do outside my home where I would  only have to walk 20 metres?  In fact, my rented home is a converted one-storey *** which is almost 20 metres long inside, before I actually go outside to get into my car.

I live in the countryside.  Without the higher rate mobility, I and many country dwellers like me, will be completely isolated and have no independence whatsoever.  Without a car I am trapped, housebound.  How am I meant to get to the GP Surgery, hospital appointments, to visit family and friends?  The nearest bus stop is over 1 mile away from my home and it costs *** pounds each way in a taxi to the nearest town.  One of the hospitals I have to attend is 1 hour 30 minutes away by car.

This is the final straw for me, in an already very difficult life.  As well as my mobility problems, I have suffered from depression and mood swings for many years.  I live with constant pain.  It has taken away the very last of my faith and pride in the ¨Great¨ British Isles.

Of all the dirty tricks that I have witnessed by the Governments of this country, the taking away of help and support for disabled people with significant mobility difficulties, is the lowest of the low.

Did you assume that we couldn´t fight back?

Regards

*** ***
