Dear DWP,

Let us get one thing absolutely clear before I place any evidence your way. The reduction from 50 metres to 20 metres is arbitrary and bears absolutely no place in the assessment of independence. 

The time needed to cover 50 metres by myself changes by the day, I may achieve the distance in ten minutes one day, yet not at all the next.  

Do you truly believe someone living in the middle of nowhere ( like I do) can be independent due to the fact I can walk twenty metres on some days yet not on others? *** bus? Twice/three times a week  (reducing) and nowhere near where I live ( in fact it is a mile away)

The evaluation parameters are dubious and lack integrity and not forgetting humanity. 

I have to go up and down cottage stairs on all fours and cling to rails.

Every Decision Maker should be required to undertake the ATOS PIP test on their worst day of illness EVERY year not stay away from the office.

This might give the DWP staff a little insight as to what their Decision Makers are doing to chronically ill people whose only recourse to income is via the state.  

The DWP staff has been happy to take industrial action when the pay review situation  levied on the department by the government of the day has been unacceptable. 

However, there appears to be total contempt for the least able in our society when DWP staff believe that it is acceptable to ignore the distress and suffering the post Harrington interviews still generate. There have been too many suicides and deaths of ‘fit’ people within days for this bullish organisation connected to the government and the Crown to tolerate.   Yet, tolerate the mistakes and belittlement of mental and physical incapacities the DWP does; and on a regular basis because it has become a political tool whilst forgetting that it is dealing with real people with real needs who truly deserve considerate and appropriate appraisal. 

It is understood that there are a few  ( and this is a very small part-percentage of the claimants) unworthy individuals attempting to cheat the system, but the proportion of MPs actually over claiming allowances remains substantially higher than the sick and infirmed doing the same. 

The DWP needs to become a beacon of good practice and deliver appropriate outcomes without endlessly pushing paper around. Start looking at the real world and recognise that you are causing really sick people anguish, whilst seemingly giving thousands of pounds away to families not resident in the UK, awarding such large bonuses to ATOS which would cover the benefits bill if the DWP did its own screening.

Let’s start with the real issues and not the easy targets.  I can’t move very fast so I am definitely in your sight. I am not independent, I haven’t been for years, and in that time my income has dropped because of DWP errors and political interference.  

I totally realise I have just wasted my time in writing this. 

I will no doubt get a generic reply. The sad thing, is that I am not listened to by my MP, The Health Minister or the Chief whip of this government. Closed minds and independent wealth has once again created an underclass in this society, and only charities recognise this at present, and I am very glad they were there for me when I had to go to hospital twice a week which was *** miles away.  I could not afford the cost otherwise.

Keep fit and healthy, you would hate to be me from today onwards

***
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