To whom is may concern,

PIP Assessment Development Team
I am writing to you about my views on the PIP consultation which I believe is coming to an end. I understand the government is looking at ways to reduce the number of people claiming this benefit but I really don’t think that this has been considered for ‘real’ people living with disabilities.

I am a single above the knee amputee and have been for 15 years. In this time I have had a rollercoaster ride with treatments, rehabilitation, maintenance and on-going pain and suffering. I have bouts of time where I cannot wear my prosthetic leg at all which means this criteria doesn’t work for such disabilities. I beg to differ that any amputee both young and old can recall a time where every day the same pain, distance being able to walk, time of wearing the prosthesis was true. Simple changes in the body, the weather, the fitting of the prosthetic means that not 2 days are the same. 

I have been a claimant of DLA at the higher rate since I was 16 years old after having a RTA in *** at the age of ***. At the age of 16 I then attended numerous prosthetic centres at my own cost to get a limb that would fit right. At the age of *** after travelling best part of 25,000 miles in my Motability car I finally had to give up walking altogether and rely 100% on crutches or a wheelchair. I had tried everything and was left almost housebound for the next *** years of my life. 

I have had a different leg fitted now so I don’t suffer the same agonising pain and trouble with donning a leg every day, which I would like to add isn’t even a treatment offered on the NHS due to cut backs, but I do struggle with other associated problems as an amputee. Donning the leg is quick and easy, but I do have skin soreness and irritations on a regular basis. I have pain in my only good leg which can be in the knee, and hip or both. I also have a permanent back ache from a lordosis caused from using a prosthetic leg which I attend a private physiotherapist for on a weekly basis. I was told that keeping myself fit was imperative for my long term outcome so I attend a gym and work hard to keep my good muscles working to reduce discomfort. So as you might gather I am someone who strives to get the best outcome off my own back without sitting back and waiting for better days to come my way. 

Without the DLA benefit or the ability to have a Motability car I wouldn’t have been able to attend prosthetic centres in ***, ***, and *** etc. I would’ve been subject to public transport which wouldn’t have got me anywhere near the centres, plus I have to take limbs with me so carrying these would’ve not been an option. Or hospital transport which is unreliable and time consuming if you’re trying to work. I needed a car which was reliable, I needed the benefit to pay for travelling costs, time off work and lifelong dressings and supplies. 

I know the rule of 20m has been the deciding factor with deciding if someone is disabled or not and this is what concerns me. 20m some days will be harder than other days. If I’m on my crutches I can do 20m but not comfortably. If I’m having a bad day with my leg that might be the pain I’m experiencing but over all of these distances I suffer chronic back pain which every specialist has put down to my prosthetic leg. So living with an amputated leg is one challenge, but also the other problems you get because of the amputation are more prevalent. 

I just wanted to share my view on this new ruling and benefit because without the use of the car and the means to make a better treatment plan for myself, I would’ve been so much worse off, it doesn’t bear thinking about. I am someone who has only ever claimed DLA and had my precious blue badge for parking near the place I need to get to plus gives me a big enough bay to swing my door open wide. 

I can honestly say since becoming an amputee at the age of 16, life has been so difficult and being young and coping with the associated problems does become a grind of life. I live on anti-inflammatories  which once give slight relief plus I also buy supplements to help my overall outcome but these are all costs that come down to having a disability. If on your new criteria I am found to be not disabled enough  to qualify for enough points, then I will lose the benefit I’ve had to assist me, I will lose my car which I use to get around and get to my appointments. 

I not only feel this is an unfair criteria for myself but for the many amputees we have in this country which will be grossly worse off by the 20m rule. This should not determine whether you suffer with a disability and need help or not. 20m is such a short distance that most can manage, but over 50 they wouldn’t. So therefore they would not get the enhanced rate needed for the Motability car. The Motability scheme was the way I got the right treatment to get myself better again. This will now be a thing of the past as 20m is not the make or break of if you are disabled or not.

The government has supported disabled people for years and this is what makes this country so great because whereas in other countries disabled people aren’t seen, in the UK we have received a better service and this is why so many people with disabilities can give back to the system and work. Without the freedom of the benefit many people will suffer and I fear that many disabled people will want to give up without the governments support. 20 metres doesn’t distinguish whether you are disabled or not.

I hope you read this and consider where I am coming from, and can appreciate the fear I have for this new ruling. Whilst the consultation is still valid I urge you to consider what this will do for amputees with changing conditions and abilities. 

Kind regards

*** ***
***
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