Dear Colleagues,

The British Academy of Childhood Disability (BACD) is a multi-professional group, with parent representatives, involved in supporting children and young people with disabilities.  BACD is affiliated to the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health and is the UK branch of the European Academy of Childhood Disability.  Although the PIP applies to those from 16 years of age, many of the members of BACD support young people in the late teenage/early adult years and, of course, most of the younger people that we currently support will eventually become old enough (and most are likely to remain significantly disabled), to become eligible for the PIP.

The members of BACD are very concerned that the enhanced mobility rate of the PIP is likely to only apply to those unable to walk more than 20m.  Whilst this would cover those with the most limited, or no, walking ability, there are many people whom we support who are capable of walking more than 20m but less than 50m who are very dependent on the higher mobility allowance rate. Up to 50m will not allow access from car parks to town/city retail, entertainment or cultural areas.  For many multi-storey car parks, 50m would barely be sufficient distance to actually exit the car park.  Therefore, the members of BACD feel strongly that inability to walk more than 50m is a much more appropriate and meaningful criterion on which to base the enhanced mobility rate.

Whilst the current consultant on the PIP appears to be restricted to the ability to walk, BACD members are extremely concerned that under the PIP the enhanced rate of mobility allowance may be withdrawn from those who have severe learning difficulties and challenging behaviour who are unable to plan journeys, or lack awareness of danger, or repeatedly place themselves in danger and so usually require one or more adults continuously in attendance to guide and protect them.  Removing the enhanced rate of mobility allowance from such people would have a devastatingly adverse effect on their ability to travel and severely restrict their activities.

Any restriction of eligibility for the enhanced mobility component of the PIP is also likely to prevent access to the Motability and blue badge schemes.  If disabled people who can walk 20m but not 50m, or who require continuous supervision when travelling due to severe learning difficulties and/or challenging behaviour, are not to be eligible for the PIP enhanced mobility rate and if this also excludes them from the blue badge or Motability schemes, then this would have a profoundly negative impact on their ability to travel and hence on the quality of their lives and those of their families.

The members of BACD accept that the country’s economic situation is difficult and so benefits have to be targeted to those in most need.  However, granting the PIP enhanced mobility rate to those unable to walk more than 50m, or unable to travel safely due to severe learning difficulties and challenging behaviour, will still restrict this benefit to appreciably disabled people who have very restricted capacity to travel.  Setting more stringent eligibility criteria (and associated access to the Motability and blue badge schemes), would severely compromise the ability to travel for some of the most disabled people in our society.    
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