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PRESS NOTICE

Committee on Standards in Public Life – draft Bill recall of MPs

The independent Committee on Standards in Public Life today published its submission to the Political and Constitutional Reform Select Committee which is currently conducting pre-legislative scrutiny of the Government’s draft Bill on the recall of MPs.

Chairman of the Committee on Standards in Public Life, Sir Christopher Kelly, said:

“The Committee supports the principle that constituents should be able to petition for the recall of an MP whose conduct falls seriously below the standards expected of those elected to public office but which does not trigger automatic disqualification under the Representation of the People Act 2001. The proposals would give the House a broader range of sanctions to use in occasional cases of serious wrongdoing, while leaving the final judgement on an MP’s conduct to their constituents.

“The proposal is that, to be effective, a petition would need to be signed by 10 per cent of those on the electoral register in the relevant constituency.  The paper accompanying the draft bill acknowledges that this is lower than the analogous threshold in some other countries.  The appropriate trigger level is clearly a matter of judgement, but the relatively low level required could leave the process open to abuse through manipulation of postal or proxy votes. Parliament may wish to consider banning the use of signatures sent though the post or by proxy.

“In our twelfth report on MPs expenses and allowances (Cm 7724) we recommended that there should be at least two lay members on the Committee on Standards and Privileges as a step towards enhancing public acceptance of the robustness and independence of the disciplinary process. It is disappointing that this recommendation to strengthen the procedures has not yet been implemented despite the Committee on Standards and Privileges and the House both endorsing the proposal. We believe that this is an essential requirement, particularly as it will be up to the House of Commons to decide in most cases whether to send a specific case for recall, both to demonstrate that MPs are accountable to the people they serve and to enhance public acceptance of the robustness of the process, whether in the consideration of recall, expulsion or the range of less serious sanctions available to the House.

Finally, we would support a low campaign spending limit in respect of recall petitions.”

Ends 

Notes to Editors

1. All media enquiries and interview requests for the Committee chairman, Sir Christopher Kelly, media should contact Maggie O’Boyle on 07880 740627.

2. The Committee’s submission to the Political and Constitutional Reform Select Committee is published on their website www.public-standards.gov.uk
3. The Committee on Standards in Public Life is an Advisory Non-Departmental Public Body (NDPB) sponsored by the Cabinet Office. The Chair and Members are appointed by the Prime Minister. The Committee was established in October 1994 with the following terms of reference: “To examine current concerns about standards of conduct of all holders of public office, including arrangements relating to financial and commercial activities, and make recommendations as to any changes in present arrangements which might be required to ensure the highest standards of propriety in public life. Additional terms of reference were announced on 12 November 1997: “To review issues in relation to the funding of political parties, and to make recommendations as to any changes in present arrangements.”

4. The current members of the Committee are: Sir Christopher Kelly KCB, Chairman, Rt Hon Lord Alderdice, Rt Hon Margaret Beckett MP, Oliver Heald MP, Sir Derek Morris MA DPhil, Dame Denise Platt DBE, and David Prince CBE. (Cabinet Office are currently overseeing an open recruitment process for three independent members of the Committee.)
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