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Summary of some GM crops and traits in development in the UK 

GM Crop Trait UK Institution Field trials Notes 

potato 
 

resistance to late 
blight fungus 
 
Genes from wild 
potato varieties 

Sainsbury Laboratory, 
(UEA, located at John 
Innes Centre).  
Rights handled by PBL 
Ltd and shared with 
Wageningen University, 
The Netherlands  

2010 - 2012 Late blight causes 
£3.5B in lost yield 
globally. UK farmers 
spray fungicides 10-15 
times in a season to 
try to control blight 

 


