
Ms. Anne Lambert, Inquiry Chair 
Fox/Sky Merger 
Competition and Markets Authority 
Victoria House  
Southampton Row  
London 
WC1B 4AD 

06 February 2018 

Re: Response to Notice of Proposed Remedies in Sky/Fox Merger 

Dear Ms. Lambert, 

We thank you for this opportunity to respond as an interested third party to the Competition and Market 
Authority (CMA)’s Notice of Possible Remedies in the Sky/Fox merger, issued on the 23rd of January. 

We fully agree with your panel’s provisional view that a complete prohibition of this transaction represents “a 
comprehensive solution to all aspects of the provisional adverse public interest finding and that it poses 
relatively few risks, compared to other options, in terms of implementation or effectiveness.”   As the CMA 1

rightly notes, this remedy would address “the root cause of [its] concerns regarding media plurality as set out 
in [its] provisional findings, preserve the status quo and prevent the harm associated with the Transaction 
from arising.”  Further, its implementation proves the least difficult to enforce. 2

We believe this is the only effective remedy available. 

First, as you note, there are several external circumstances over which the CMA does not have control but 
which may significantly impact the outcome of this transaction. Should a merged Disney-Fox result, it should 
not be afforded any special treatment in the UK merger control regime through automatic approvals. We 
submit that any new entity should have to proceed through the full regulatory process contained in the UK 
merger control regime from the beginning, including relevant public interest tests if necessary. This will 
ensure the fairness of the process, also critical to counter a widely-held public perception that the Murdochs 
have long enjoyed special treatment in the UK despite severe failures of journalistic ethics and corporate 
governance.  3

1 Paragraph 15 of the Anticipated Acquisition by 21st Century Fox, Inc of Sky PLC: Notice of possible remedies under 
Rule 12 of the CMA’s rules of procedure for merger, market and special reference groups, dated 23 January 2018.  
2 Ibid. 
3 After Mazher Mahmood, Murdoch cannot be let off the hook - 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/oct/21/mazher-mahmood-murdoch-fake-sheikh-jailed-news-uk-leves
on-part-two (Accessed 4 February 2018). 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/oct/21/mazher-mahmood-murdoch-fake-sheikh-jailed-news-uk-leveson-part-two
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/oct/21/mazher-mahmood-murdoch-fake-sheikh-jailed-news-uk-leveson-part-two


Second, as we previously set forth in a leter to Secretary of State Bradley, dated 10 July 2017 (which we 
enclose herewith), the CMA cannot rely on any of the remedies put forth by 21st Century Fox to Ofcom as 
“clear cut” or “effective” in light of the Murdochs’ long track record of breaking written undertakings in the 
UK, US, and Australia. Additionally, 21st Century Fox’s previous proposed undertakings to Ofcom were 
ambiguous, limited and suffered from grave concerns over monitoring and enforceability. Noteworthy here is 
an Avaaz-ICM poll  carried out in July 2017, demonstrating that only 6% of British citizens thought Rupert 4

Murdoch could be trusted to keep his promises. 

For these reasons, we support the CMA’s provisional proposal for a complete prohibition of the merger.  
We thank you, on behalf of over 70,000 UK citizens who have signed an Avaaz petition on this issue, for the 
opportunity to participate in these important deliberations that seek to uphold our robust regulatory 
framework for a free media that provides accurate information and a genuine range of views. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us or our representative, Ingrid Gubbay at Hausfeld & Co. LLP, should 
you require any further information or seek clarification on our position on

this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

Alex Wilks 
Campaign 
Director  Avaaz 

4 Poll on Sky takeover bid: Brits don’t trust Rupert Murdoch - https://www.avaaz.org/act/media.php?press_id=835 
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