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	Our ref: 89259


	
	 March 2014 


RE: Freedom of Information Act 2000.
You asked for the following information from HM Courts and Tribunals Service (HMCTS):

“I understand that “Tribunal statistics quarterly October to December 2013” is due to be published on the 13 March 2014.

I would be grateful if you could therefore confirm, for the period 1 January 2013 to 31 December 2013, how many appeals in relation to Regulation B13 of the Housing Benefit Regulations 2006 (commonly known as size criteria for social sector, bedroom tax or spare room subsidy) have been:-

1) Lodged with HMCTS

2) Heard by way of paper hearing

3) Heard by way of oral hearing

4) Successful at paper hearing

5) Unsuccessful at paper hearing

6) Successful at oral hearing

7) Unsuccessful at oral hearing

Please provide the above information both on a national basis as well as broken down into individual Local Authorities.

Please also confirm how many applications for leave to appeal to the Upper Tribunal have been made by:-

a) DWP

b) Local Authorities

c) HB claimants

Please also provide a breakdown for each of the three appellant groups of the number of applications for leave to appeal which have been allowed, refused, undecided.”
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

I can confirm that HMCTS holds the information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you in the attached for the First-tier Tribunal.

With regards to the Upper Tribunal, I can confirm that only 1 Housing Benefit appeal relating to the ‘Bedroom Tax’ was received in 2013.  This was an appeal brought by the Local Authority and has been stayed pending the decision of an appeal in the Court of Appeal.
No applications relating to the ‘Bedroom Tax’ have been made by the DWP or HB claimants in 2013; therefore I am unable to provide you with a breakdown for each of the three appellant groups.
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