Ministers, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Welcome to The Queen’s Birthday Party 2014.

Across the globe this week and last, British Embassies are
celebrating, with their closest colleagues, contacts and
friends, Her Majesty’s official birthday.

Since our last party in Her honour, Her Majesty’s family
has grown. On 22 July last year, the Duchess of
Cambridge gave birth to her first child, The Queen’s third
great-grandchild. The birth of Prince George secures the
succession to the throne into three generations. Many of
you will have seen pictures of the Prince taking his first
public steps at a polo match three days ago. Royal
traditions remain strong.

In Her Majesty’s honour, our party this year celebrates
civil society and volunteering. The Queen and the Royal
Family are known in the UK, in the Commonwealth and
globally for their support of the charitable and not-for-
profit sectors. The Queen herself is patron of over 600
charities and community organisations, covering every
area of the charity and voluntary world, from
opportunities for young people, to preservation of
wildlife and the environment.

210 Hvwpévo BaciAelo moTteUoUpE o€ pla loxupn,
aveEaptnTn Kowvwvia moAltwy, pe {wnpEg PIAaVOPWITIKES
OPYAVWOELG KAl OPAdEC EVEPYWV TOALTWY. O KOGHOG TToU
{oupe gival mepimAoKog, Kal oUTE To KPATog oUTE N
OIKOYEVELA OUTE N IOIWTIKA EMIXEIPNHATIKOTNTA OEV
HTTOpOUV va Pac mapEXouv OAd ta ayadd mou anmaltoUpe
N MEPIPEVOUPE. O PIAAVOPWTILKOC Kal PN-KEPOOCGKOTIIKOC
TOHEAG €XEL Evav peydaAo poAo va maifet. Katl emmAoy,
HTTOpEl va ameAEUBEPWOEL AUTA TA EVOTIKTA TTOU
ouvamoteAoUV TNV KAAUTEPN TAEUPA OAWYV HaAg: TNV



emobupia va douAcUoUE yia TNV Kowvotnta, tn BoUuAnon
va mPooTateUoupe To meEPIBAAAoV Kal ta {wa, Tnv
mpobupia va polpactoUpe Toug TOPOUC HAg Kal Td
TAAEVTA Pag TPOG TO KOLVO 0eA0C. To palepa Kat n
OWPEA XPNHATWY, 0 €BEAOVTICHOC YId PIAAVOPWTTIKEC
OpaAcTNPLOTNTEG - OAA AUTA ATTOTEAOUV onNUAdLA HLag
akpaiag kat uyloug Kolvwviag. ‘Eva coo, Eva £Eutvo
KPATOG TTAPEXEL TO KAVOVIOTIKO KAl (POPOAOYIKO TTAAicLo
HEoa oTo omoio pumopel va avOel pla toxupn Kowvwvia
TOALTWV.

So, the UK strongly promotes the values of civil society.
And my Embassy has, therefore, supported a number of
Greek charities this year. And we want to keep up our
activism and do more. This is why we have invited five
excellent charities in the social, environmental and
animal welfare sectors to our event: SAPT Hellas, Baby
Feat, the Hellenic Ornithological Society, Archelon and
Boroume. We want to help them maintain and raise their
profile, and to raise the profile of the sector as a whole.
Please make sure you call on all their stands. They’re
great people, running great organisations with a great
story to tell.

Our party this year is a marriage of civil society and
private enterprise. Without our sponsors, many of whom
are themselves active supporters of Greek civil society,
we could do nothing. For their generous contributions to
our party tonight | would like to thank HSBC, ReedSmith,
Kotsovoulos, TAP, GSK, EBLEX, Lye Cross Farm, Coca-Cola
Triple Epsilon, BP Hellas, Shell and Coral, Karoulias,
Unilever Hellas, Loch Katrine Consulting, Green Bay &
Co., Bio Pan, Boras and Palyvos Estate. I’m very grateful
to all of you.

Katd tn dldpKela Tou XxpOvou Tou EPAce, 0 NTEBIVT Kl
eyw talldsyape moAU otnv EAAGda. Ot 'EAANvVEC iAol



pag pag €xouv Oi€el TOUG TO AyATTNPEVOUG TOUG TOTIOUG:
mavia pag divouv EPmveucn, TAvia eival yonteutikol. Tov
AnpiAn, mapadeiypatog xapn, o BouAguTtng tng
KoptvBiag, Xpnotog Anpag Kt n yuvaika tou, n NIKOAETTq,
HAC TPOCKAAECAY OTNV MEPLPEPELA TOUG, YA VA HAG
Oci€ouv TNV mEPLOXA Kal va pag eveappuvouy va
OOKIPUACOUPE Ta TpolovTta tné. ‘Ocol amd €0ag pe
YVwpilete KaAd KAtavoeite OTL mMavta xaipopat otav
ETOKETTOHAL olvoTioleia. ‘ETol o€ eKelvn tnv £MiOKEYN, O
Xpnotog pag cuotnoe 1o Ktipa NaAuBou. Ki epwteltnKka
apéowg To KTRpa to 010, Tou Bpioketal MOAU KOVTA oTovV
apXatoAoyilko xwpo tng Nepéag, Kat Ta uEpoxa
BloAoyilkd tou Kpaold. Eival yeydAn pou xapd mou ol
eKTIpOcwTMoOl Tou Ktnpatog NMaAuBou eival mapovteg
amoye Kal Tou pag mapeixav, we 0wpo, Ta KpAold Tou
mivoupe €0w. Xag MapakaAw va KateBeite, av Ogv To
KAVATE KIOAAG, OTOV KATW KATIO Yl VA EMMOKEWPTEITE TO
nepintepo toug. H etaipeia cupBoAilel tn véa EAAGSaA tng
TOLOTNTAC KAl TNG EEWOTPEPELAC.

With these thanks to our wine-producer, let me finally,
thank our musicians and another very special group of
people. After playing to huge acclaim at our party last
year, Dimitris Vassilakis and his jazz band kindly agreed
to return. This has made me a very happy Ambassador,
and | can sense that the warmth of the jazz has passed
into the crowd. Let me also thank the Academy String
Quartet for its beautiful rendition of the two national
anthemes.

The other very special group of people | want to thank
are, of course, my team here in the Embassy, who have
worked so hard to make this event happen. They have
put up with my wilder ideas (I wanted us to have a
weigh-the-pig competition) and brought off this great
event tonight. Thank you to all of them.



Ladies and Gentlemen, | will finish in the usual way. This
is Her Majesty’s party and | owe Her the customary loyal
toast. | would ask you all to raise your glasses. And | give

you “The Queen”.

Have a wonderful evening.



