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	Our Reference: 091-14 FOI 88073
	

	February 2014


Freedom of Information Request
You ask for the following information from the Ministry of Justice:
How many people have appeared before a magistrates court in Suffolk (North East Suffolk Magistrates’ Court, West Suffolk Magistrates’ Court and South West Suffolk Magistrates’ Court) since the beginning of 2008 charged with possession of cannabis?
How many of those have been handed a jail term specifically for the offence of cannabis possession? (Note: this does not mean were sentenced to imprisonment for charges on the same charge sheet as cannabis, but received a jail sentence for that specific offence).
Of those who were not sentenced to imprisonment, please list what sentences were imposed. Of those handed a jail term, how many of those jail terms were suspended?
Of those handed a jail term, how many of those were for a first offence of cannabis possession?
Please provide results broken down by year.
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds the information that you have asked for. However, some of the information is exempt from disclosure.

I am pleased to provide you with the attached tables, which show as below:-
· Table 1 provides the number of defendants proceeded against at magistrates' courts in the Suffolk Local Criminal Justice Board for possession of cannabis, displayed by Local Justice Area, from 2008 to 2012 (latest data available);
· Table 2 provides the number of offenders sentenced at magistrates courts in the Suffolk Local Criminal Justice Board for possession of cannabis, displayed by Local Justice Area, from 2008 to 2012 broken down by sentence (latest data available)
· Table 3 provides the number of offenders sentenced to immediate custody for a first cannabis possession offence in the Suffolk Local Criminal Justice Board, by Local Justice Area, from 2008 to 2012 (latest data available)
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