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POLITICAL PARTY FUNDING – SIR CHRISTOPHER KELLY URGES PARTIES TO ACT
One year after publishing its report, the Committee on Standards in Public Life today urged the political parties to work together to clean up party political finance.
Chair of the Committee, Sir Christopher Kelly said:
“All three main parties made manifesto commitments to remove big money from political party funding. Reform of party funding also appears in the Coalition Agreement. One year ago today my independent Committee produced a blueprint to reform party funding and remove the big donor culture. Despite significant and damaging scandals and months of party talks, we have yet to hear from the parties on this important issue. 
“Following a year-long inquiry, we recommended a cap on donations from individuals or organisations of £10,000 – a figure we believe is low enough to convince the public that the big donor culture has been addressed.  We also recommended a subsequent reduction in party expenditure limits and increased efforts to engage with a larger number of individual supporters. 
“Very reluctantly we concluded that to make the cap possible without damaging the parties so much they could not function it would be necessary - in the short term at least - to provide a small amount of additional support from public funds. We calculated that the additional amount involved annually would only be the equivalent of about 50p per elector per year – less than the current cost of a first class stamp. This could be reduced further if ways were found to redirect some of the financial support already provided, for example in the form of free postage at elections.

“Understandably, the idea of additional funds going to political parties in these difficult economic times may be hard to swallow, but we do not believe there is a credible alternative. If the public want to take big money out of politics, as our research shows they do, we have to face up to the reality that some additional state funding will be necessary.
“The main parties need to look beyond their narrow party interests and act in the national interest to deal with this thorny issue. If not, we will continue to see damaging scandals which tarnish UK politics and erode confidence in standards in public life“

Notes to Editors 
1. For all media enquiries and interview requests for the Committee chairman, Sir Christopher Kelly, media should contact Maggie O’Boyle on 07880 740627
2. The Committee’s report on party political finance which was published on 22 November 2011 is available to download from their website: www.public-standards.org.uk
3. The Committee on Standards in Public Life is an Advisory Non-Departmental Public Body (NDPB) sponsored by the Cabinet Office. The Chair and Members are appointed by the Prime Minister. The Committee was established in October 1994 with the following terms of reference: “To examine current concerns about standards of conduct of all holders of public office, including arrangements relating to financial and commercial activities, and make recommendations as to any changes in present arrangements which might be required to ensure the highest standards of propriety in public life. Additional terms of reference were announced on 12 November 1997: “To review issues in relation to the funding of political parties, and to make recommendations as to any changes in present arrangements.”
4. The current members of the Committee are: Sir Christopher Kelly KCB, Chairman, Rt Hon Lord Alderdice, Rt Hon Margaret Beckett MP, Sheila  Drew-Smith, Patricia Moberly, Sir Derek Morris MA DPhil, Dame Denise Platt DBE, David Prince CBE and Richard Thomas. 
5. The Committee is currently working on a review of ethics and best practice. Further information is available on the Committee’s website: www.public-standards.gov.uk.
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