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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice:

“I am writing to request a county breakdown of these national figures for the following counties: Hampshire, Berkshire, Dorset, Sussex, Surrey, Wiltshire, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire.

1. For each of the above counties please give a table showing the total of crown court trials listed as effective, ineffective, or cracked, and the numbers for each of the reasons for ineffective trials (as per the headings in the national statistics). Please provide figures for each of the years 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013

2. For each of the above counties please give a table showing the total of magistrates court trials listed as effective, ineffective, or cracked, and the number for each of the reasons for ineffective trials (as per the headings in the national statistics). Please provide figures for each of the years 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013

3. Please could you outline some of the reasons that come under the heading of ‘court administration’ with regards to reasons for ineffective trials

4. For each of the above counties, please state what percentage of adult cases in Magistrates Courts went from charge to disposal within 6 weeks, in 2013.”

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the Ministry of Justice holds the information that you have asked for and I am pleased to provide this to you. 

Table 1 and 2 in the attached file respectively provides the information on effective, ineffective and cracked trials, for the magistrates’ courts and the Crown court. 
Question 4 is addressed by Table 3, which provides information on adult cases in magistrates’ courts that went from charge to disposal within six weeks for 2013.
Question 3 is not asking for recorded information and as such can be responded to as per normal correspondence. However outside the scope of the Act, I am pleased to be able to release to you, on a discretionary basis, information that we have readily available for question 3. Court administrative problems covers all trials that are ineffective due to 'Another case over-ran', 'Judge / magistrate availability', 'over listing (insufficient cases drop out / floater / backer not reached)' and 'equipment / accommodation failure'. 
There are a number of reasons why a case might not go ahead on the day. These include other cases over-running or other causes for there being insufficient court time, prosecution or defence witnesses being absent, the defendant not attending when required and either the prosecution or defence not being ready to proceed. 

HM Courts and Tribunals Service keeps resources under review and works closely with the judiciary and criminal justice partners to do everything possible to ensure that cases go ahead on the scheduled day. HM Courts & Tribunals Service will always seek to use capacity at neighbouring courts, where appropriate, in order to avoid delays.
