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NORWICH
City Council

Office of the Leader
Norwich City Council
City Hall
Norwich
NR2 1NH
Rt Hon Caroline Spelman :
Secretary of State, Environment, Food and 9" January 2012 DEFRA.
Rural Affairs RECEIVED
Defra '
Nobel House
17 Smith Square £2 1AM 2012
Londen
SW1P 3JR

Dear-Ms Spelman, - —
Funding Proposal from Norfolk County Council - Energy from Waste

| refer to your current consideration of the proposal from Norfolk County Council-for
funding for an energy from waste plant. As you already know Norwich City Council's
position on the disposal of residual waste has been in the public domain since
January 2007. This position has not changed in the intervening years. For clarity full
council resolved on 30™ January 2007 as follows:- - ‘

‘This Council confirms its opposition to any form of incineration of Norfolk's waste.
Key concerns include: ' :
(1) the effect of emissions on human health and the environment;
{2) the fact that incineration contracts with private companies create a demand
. for waste, when the primary objective must be to reduce the. amount of it

- that is produced.

This Council is opposed to any form of waste treatment that involves incineration.
This includes a full-blown incinerator but also any other form of treatment
involving burning (such as forms of Mechanical Biological Treatment that produce
Refuse Derived Fuel for burning) as the concerns expressed above apply in each

case.

This Council believes that a combination of comprehensive doorstep local
facilities and a resource recovery park is the only sustainable way to significantly
reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill. If further treatment of residual waste is
absolutely necessary, a network of smail anaerobic digestion plants should be

pursued.

Furthermore, this Council calls upon the Government to introduce legislation to
reduce wasté at source by strict regulation and taxes on packaging.

This Council welcomes the news that incineration is likely to no longer be the
County Council's preferred option for residual waste treatment but is concerned
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