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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

I'm in the process of writing a chapter for a volume on sentencing in England and Wales that presents historical and current data on sentencing. 

 I noticed that MOJ data seems to be based on a 'most severe sentence' rule, meaning that secondary sentences given for a principal offence, and sentences for non-principal offences are not displayed in your publications. 

I wonder if a) you have a record of data relating to secondary sentences and sentences for non-principal offences and b) if you do have data relating to these things, where I could it? 

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds the information and I am pleased to provide a CSV file containing sentencing data on an all offences basis for 2013 (the latest available). Please note the disposal code list that has been provided which can be used to reference the disposal types that are given to offenders.
Please note that the data provided has been extracted from large administrative data systems generated by the courts and police forces. As a consequence, care should be taken to ensure data collection processes and their inevitable limitations are taken into account when those data are used therefore please note the caveats provided to the data.

Furthermore the data provided has not been subject to the same checks and corrections as our published statistics meaning the data may contain some miscoded information. For example we have identified that there are some records in the data that do not have a disposal listed. 

It’s important to note that the ‘number of offenders’ (first column in the CSV file) refers to individuals that meet a given criteria. For example row 6 of the CSV file lists 3 offenders that met the criteria of a juvenile male offender, sentenced at the Crown Court, for Criminal damage and arson, receiving the listed disposals (primary disposal of 690 and no other disposals). In cases where more than one offender is listed, this may refer to separate individuals, but in some cases (for non-principal sentences) may relate to an individual that has received multiple sentences for offences of the same nature. However this is not specified in the data.         
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