
 

 
 

 
  

 
      

 
     

 
    

 
  

   
  

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 

 

FOI Release 
Information released under the Freedom of Information Act 

Title: WIPO treaty for the blind 

Date of release: 10 May 2013 

Information request: 
Emails, letters and any other written communications from the last six months, between the 
Publishers Association or representatives of UK publishers, and the Intellectual Property 
Office, on the subject of the WIPO treaty for the blind (formally, the "Treaty to facilitate 
Access to Published Works by Visually Impaired Persons and Persons with Print 
Disabilities".) 

Information released:   
A copy of the information, which can be disclosed, is attached. 

The remainder of the information that you requested is exempt under either sections 
27(1)(a)(c) and (d) or 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act.  It is therefore withheld and 
has been redacted from the attached file.  

S.27(1)(a) applies to information, the release of which would be likely to prejudice relations 
between the UK and other states.  

S.27 is a ‘qualified’ exemption which requires weighing the public interest considerations in 
favour of release of the information and the public interest considerations in favour of 
protecting it from disclosure.  Having considered the public interest, the IPO’s decision is to 
withhold the information.  (The position of the information is indicated within the redacted 
text.) 

Other information which has been redacted is exempt under s.40 (personal information) as it 
constitutes third party data and the names and contact details of officials whose identities are 
not in the public domain.  S.40(2) provides that personal data is exempt information where 
disclosure would breach the fair processing principle contained in the Data Protection Act 
(DPA), where it would be unfair to that person, as we conclude to be so in this instance. 

Please note that the supply of information in response to a freedom of information request 
does not confer an automatic right to re-use the information.  Under UK copyright law you 
can use any information supplied for the purposes of private study and non-commercial 
research without requiring permission.  Similarly, information supplied can also be re-used for 
the purposes of news reporting. (An exception to this is photographs.) 

For other forms of re-use, for example publishing the information, you would need the 
permission of the organisation or person who owns the copyright.  In the case of information 
produced by government departments and agencies you can re-use the information under the 
Open Government Licence. For information about this please see 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/open-government-
licence.htm . 
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If, however, the copyright is identified as belonging to somebody else, you will need to apply 
for permission.  For information about how to obtain permission from a third party, please go 
to Intellectual Property Office’s website at www.ipo.gov.uk . 
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