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Freedom of Information Request 

You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ).  

1. A copy of the Christmas Day lunch menu for all prisons in England and Wales for 2014.

2. The spend per prison on Christmas lunch per prisoner in 2012, 2013 and 2014.

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the MoJ holds some of information that you have asked for and I am pleased to provide this to you as follows.

Prisons are required to meet the religious needs of all prisoners. Food provision often plays a major part in recognising religious festivals throughout the year and the Christmas day menu reflects this. Prisons publish a range of meal options which provide prisoners with the opportunity to select a meal of their choice. 
I attach the Christmas Day lunch menus for Public Sector Prisons in England and Wales.  Please note all menus are subject to change depending on product availability.  No additional funds are provided for these meals, the cost must be met within the existing prison budget. 
Please note that the Christmas Day lunch menu for HMP Brixton has yet to be confirmed, therefore as at the time of your request, this information is ‘not held’ by the MoJ for the purposes of the FOIA.
With regards to information requested for privately run contracted prisons, this information is also not held by the MoJ and is therefore not subject to the provisions of the FOIA.  Contracted prisons are required to provide NOMS with specified information as part of their contract, but all other information belongs to the contractor. I attach the contact details for Directors of all private prisons in England and Wales should you wish to contact them in relation to your request. 
Turning to your second question which asks for the spend per prison on Christmas lunch per prisoner in 2012, 2013 and 2014.  I can confirm that this information is not held by the MoJ because there is no legal or business requirement for MoJ to do so.   Whilst it is important that prisons know the cost of food provision, the National Offender Management Service does not require a breakdown of the cost of each individual meal each prison provides. 

As meal ingredients are bought from a range of commodities, recipes, preparation and production methods are decided locally, therefore individual meal costs will vary between prisons. The budget allocated by NOMS to public sector prisons within England and Wales to cover all prisoner meals and beverages is currently set at £2.02 per prisoner per day

I hope you find this information useful.

You can also find more information by reading the full text of the Act (available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/contents).

EXPLANATION OF INFORMATION HELD FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE ACT

We have provided below additional information for information held for the purposes of the Freedom of Information Act. We have included some of the guidance we use when considering requests for information. I hope you find this information useful.

Is the information 'held' for the purposes of the Act? 

A person may request any information 'held' in any recorded form by a public authority (or held by another on behalf of a public authority). 

If the requester is asking for an opinion on an issue or asking for information that is not already held to be created, this is not a Freedom of Information Act request. 

Information covered by the Act 

All recorded information 'held' by a public authority is within the scope of the Freedom of Information Act. It includes files, letters, emails and photographs and extends to closed files and archived material. 

Recorded information 

The right of access applies to information recorded in any form. This includes: 

· information that is held electronically (such as on a laptop computer or an electronic records management system) 

· information that is recorded on paper (such as a letter, memorandum or papers in a file) 

· sound and video recordings (such as a CD or videotape) 

· hand-written notes or comments, including those written in note pads or on Post-it notes 

Is the information 'held' under the Freedom of Information Act? 

'Holding' information includes holding a copy of a record produced or supplied by someone else. However, if a public authority only holds information on behalf of someone else, for example a department holding trade union information on their computer system, then that public authority may not have to provide the information in response to a Freedom of Information Act request. 

In some cases, it may not be clear whether information which is physically present on your premises or systems is properly to be regarded as 'held' by your public authority, for the purposes of the Freedom of Information Act. Examples include: 

· private material brought into the office by ministers or officials 

· material belonging to other people or bodies 

· trade union material 

· constituency material 

· material relating to party political matters.

Contact Details for Contracted Prisons

	The Director
HMP Altcourse
Higher Lane
Fazakerly
Liverpool
L9 7LH
	The Director
HMP Birmingham
Winson Green Road
Birmingham
B18 4AS


	The Director
HMP Bronzefield
Woodthorpe Road
Ashfield
Middlesex
TW15 3JZ
	The Director
HMP Doncaster
Off North Bridge Road
Marshgate
Doncaster
DN5 8UX


	The Director
HMP Dovegate
Uttoxeter
Staffordshire
ST14 8XR
	The Director
HMP Forest Bank
Agecroft Road
Salford 
M27 8FB

	The Director
HMP Lowdham Grange
Lowdham
Nottingham
NG14 7DA

	The Director
HMP Oakwood
New Road
Featherstone
Wolverhampton
WV10 7PY

	The Director
HMP/YOI Parc
Heol
Hopcyn John
Bridgend
South Wales
CF35 6AP
	The Director
HMP Peterborough
Saville Road
Peterborough
PE3 7PD


	The Director
HMP Rye Hill
Willoughby
Nr. Rugby
Warwickshire
CV23 8SZ
	The Director
HMP Thameside
Griffin Manor Way
Thamesmead
London
SE28 0FJ

	The Director
HMP Northumberland
Nr. Morpeth
Northumberland
NE65 9XG
	


