Lead Shot Compliance Research Communications Meeting

10 September 11:00, Room G1 0, Defra offices, Bristol.

Attendees:

(Defra)
{Defra)
b

Defra)

lan Carter (NE) by audiolink

Alison Loram (BASC) by audiolink
John Harradine (BASC) by audiolink
Simon Clarke (BASC) by audiolink
Ruth Cromie (WWT)

Mark Simpson (WWT)

1. Welcome, introductions and apologies

Gratitude on behalf of Defra was expressed to all those involved with
this project and the writing up of the report.

2, Sign off of the final draft

No further comments were received.

3. Timing of publication (Ministerial Clearance)

It was explained that before sending up a Ministerial submission, a
date should be agreed for publication on the Defra website.

RSPB have requested a copy before publication. It was agreed that
they should have a copy in advance which will be embargoed until the
agreed publication date.

Date of 1 October for publication was proposed to give enough time to
put the Submission to Ministers.

The Submission will be put to both Jim Paice (Minister for Hunting and
Shooting) and Richard Benyon (Minister for Wildlife).

BASC explained that they would have concerns with a publication date
of 1 October. Reasons included: that it would co-incide with the start of
the pheasant shooting season, that lead is already a sensitive issue,
that CLA would need to be contacted in advance of publication as they
had a significant input into the project and that Game interests should
be protected. .

BASC indicated that they would be happier with a pubiication date of
either 29" Oct or 1st November. This was agreed.

It was proposed that the report be put to the Lead Ammunition Group
shortly after publication. (Action agreed - subject to ministerial
agreement) '




It was suggested that Minister's prepare a statement for the press
release. This will be considered as part of the clearance process.

it was explained that currently Defra’s press office did not consider a
press release necessary and that the process for publication shouid be
the same as for other Defra commissioned projects.

Following discussion it was agreed Defra would go back and speak
with their press office in light of the fact that WWT and BASC are
intending to provide a press release. Provided that Ministerial approval
is given, Defra will prepare a press release and will consider quotations
for the release to be provided by both WWT and BASC within a given
deadline. (Action agreed)

It was agreed Q&A would be developed and agreed by the steering
group.

4. WWT, BASC and Defra media strategy (press releases / statements) and
policy in relation to the findings.

5. AOB

BASC offered to provide more briefing for ministers should it be
required. .

It was accepted that it is for each organisation to work up their own
lines however it would be useful if these could be shared before release
so that common ground and possibly a joint approach be adopted.
WWT gave their position as being one which to call on government and
the Lead Ammunition Group to ask for the risk to waterbirds be tackled,
to meet requirements under the AEWA.

BASC indicated that a joint approach would be considered.

Defra was requested to provide a timetable for publication to include
the time required to clear the report with Ministers. It was explained that
clearance would require 15 working days. (Action agreed — see
below).

BASC raised that CLA had allowed access to their members and so
should be included in the process.

In addition, in light of the report's findings it was also recognised that
the CLA could have an important role in the process to assist in
addressing issues of non-compliance among shoot providers. It is
important to engage with the CLA to inform them of the findings and to
seek support for addressing the issues identified. '
This was considered and it was decided that they should be given sight
of the final report before publication along with the RSPB (who are
corresponding members of the steering group).




* BASC asked about WWT's magazine and their commitment to publish
results however it was clarified that the results would not appear in the
next edition as this would be before publication of the final report.

*  WWT asked whether BASC would be interested in publishing as joint
authors. BASC agreed to consider this but would need further
consultation.

» Defra requested that they be kept informed of all future articles WWT
and BASC intend to publish in relation to this project. (Action Agreed).

As per Defra Action above — Draft Timetable

Friday 20" October — Publication of report on Defra, WWT and BASC websites with
agreed press releases, shared Q&A available to press offices (accepting the need to
reflect organisations’ established policy positions)

Wednesday 27" October — Release of embargoed report to CLA and RSPB

Wednesday 6" October ~ Submission to Defra Ministers seeking agreement to
publish including agreed press notices and Q&A

Monday 4" October — Press Notices and Q&A agreed
Wednesday 22nd September - TA to circulate draft Q&A.
WWT/BASC and Defra to draft press notices and

circulate for comments

Friday 17" September - TA to discuss within Defra the need to produce a
press notice and inform group of situation




