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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 REQUEST REF: 0096-14

Thank you for your email of 23 January 2014 asking for information under the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) 2000. You asked:

“Can you please provide a list of those invited and those attending the following event held in
connection with the Balance of Competencies Review: Foreign Policy:

Wilton Park Future of Europe Conference with key stakeholders, 4-6 February 2013
(listed as an “Engagement Event” in Review of the Balance of Competences between the
United Kingdom and the European Union: Foreign Policy
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/227437/29010
86 _Foreign Policy acc.pdf ”

I am writing to confirm that we have now completed the search for the information which you
requested. | can confirm that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) does hold
information relevant to your request. However, the FCO does not hold a complete list of all
the organisations, groups and individuals who were invited to the Wilton Park conference. |
must apologise for the delay in answering your request.

This event was attended by officials, academics and think tanks held under the ‘Wilton Park
Protocol’. Wilton Park events are designed to be as interactive and frank as possible. All
speakers and participants are encouraged to participate in their own personal capacity,
rather than as representatives of their governments or organisations. Discussion in all Wilton
Park sessions is ‘off the record’ and no individual speaker or participant should be quoted
(nor their identity or institutional affiliation revealed) without that individual’s express
permission. Should a speaker wish or agree to talk ‘on the record’, the Chair will make this
clear at the beginning of the session. A concept paper for the event can be found at
https://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/wp1215-concept-note-2.pdf

A provisional programme which includes the planned areas for discussion and the key
speakers can be found at https://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/WP1215-
Preview-Programmed4.pdf . The key speakers have agreed to their names being released
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publically. However, we have withheld a list of attendees under Section 41(1) (b), as we
consider that disclosure of this information would constitute a breach of confidence and
would therefore be unlawful under the Act. In these circumstances, Section 41 of the
Freedom of Information Act confers an absolute exemption on disclosure and there is no
public interest test to apply.

Some of the withheld information is personal data relating to third parties. It is our view that
disclosure of this information would breach the first data protection principle, which states
that personal data should be processed fairly and lawfully. Section 40(2) and (3) of the
Freedom of Information Act therefore apply. It is the fairness aspect of this principle which
we think would be breached by disclosure in this case. In such circumstances section 40
confers an absolute exemption on disclosure. We do not therefore have to apply the public
interest test.

The FCO had a proactive stakeholder engagement plan to reach out to people using a range
of communication tools, including targeted events, alongside publishing the call for evidence
on the www.gov.uk website. The purpose of this outreach activity was to update
stakeholders on the review and encourage them to submit evidence on the basis of their
knowledge and experience of EU action. Those targeted included research bodies,
businesses, trade and professional bodies, think tanks, universities and academics, non-
governmental organisations, private individuals, civil society organisations and interest
groups, legal bodies, devolved administrations, local authorities, the Crown Dependencies
and Parliament. Further information on the Review of the Balance of Competences can be
found at https://www.gov.uk/review-of-the-balance-of-competences.

In keeping with the spirit and effect of the Freedom of Information Act, all information is
assumed to be releasable to the public unless it is exempt. The information we have
supplied to you may now be published on our website together with any related information
that will provide a key to its wider context.

Yours sincerely,

EEAS Staffing Desk Officer
Europe - External

We keep and use information in line with the Data Protection Act 1998. We may release this personal information to other UK
government departments and public authorities.
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