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MunucrepcTBoTo 3a HajsopemHn paborn Ha Penybimka Maxkeponuja ro
13pa3yBa CBOETO NoYuTyBame KoH bpuranckara ambacajia Bo Ckorje u uMa yect
BO NpPWJIOr Jla ro J0CTaBM MUCMOTO co jgatym 28 despyapu 2013 rom. of
Ip)KaBHUOT cekperap r-auH Biago Mucajnoseku ynareno jgo H.E. Kpucrodep
WBon, ambacanop, co ogrosop koH [loBukor 3a npujoHec koH M3pemrrajor 3a
banaHcoT Ha KoMIeTeHIMHM rnomery EBpornckaTa yHHja UM 3eMjUTe-4JIeHKH BO
obnacra Ha HaJ|BOpENTHA MOJUTHKA.

MunuctepcTBOTO 3a HazBopemrHu paboru Ha Penybnauka Maxkejonuja ja
KOPUCTH OBaa NpUJINKa Ha bpuranckara ambacajia Bo Ckomje j1a ¥ ' MOBTOPH
u3pasuTe Ha CBOETO BUCOKO NOYUTYBAE,, (
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Republic of Macedonia
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
State Secretary

Skopje, 28 February 2013

Your Excellency,
Dear Ambassador Yvon,

Thank you very much for your letter dated 6 December 2012 concerning the Call
for Evidence for the Report on the Balance of Competences between the Furopean
Union and Member States in Foreign Policy.

As a candidate country for EU membership that shares the principles and
objectives of the European Union Foreign Policy, the Republic of Macedonia is honored
of the opportunity to contribute to the Report and present views on several relevant
questions based on Macedonian experiences and lessons learned.

- Areas of global affairs where EU adds value or delivers impact -

Foreign, Security and Defense Policy is an area where the added value of the
European Union in global affairs has become evident. The European Union engagement
in the Balkans is a positive example of its transformative power, of its ability to
promote European values and contribute to regional stability, but also of its role as a
cohesive force in international relations.

The Republic of Macedonia was the beneficiary of the first EU military operation
“CONCORDIA” in the framework of the European Security and Defense Policy in 2003,
which aimed to contribute further to the stable environment for implementation of the
2001 Ohrid Framework Agreement. The Republic of Macedonia also benefited from the
EU police mission “PROXIMA” in 2003 and 2004, where Member States’ police experts
were monitoring, mentoring and advising the Macedonian police thus helping the
promotion of European policing standards.

Experiences gained and lessons learned as a recipient of these first EU missions
also brought added value to the development of Macedonian capacities and capabilities
for participation in civilian and military crisis management operations. They also
helped the Republic of Macedonia grow, within a very short period of time, from a
security consumer into a security provider, contributing significantly to international
crisis management missions in the Balkan region and beyond. For example, in ISAF
Afganistan, Macedonia has become the fourth largest contributor per capita.
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- Comparative advantages /disadvantages of working through the EU -

Shared European foreign policy objectives could be better achieved working
through the EU, then acting on individual basis. Working through the EU strengthens
the legitimacy and credibility of foreign policy actions.

As a candidate country for EU membership, the Republic of Macedonia shares
the European Union foreign policy principles and objectives. Macedonia strongly
supports the efforts of the European Union to further enhance its role as a cohesive
force in international relations and its ability to promote the European interests and
values on the international stage. Macedonia has continually made a contribution to
this end through building partnership relations with the EU and through accepting and
implementing the European values and principles, as well as through supporting in
‘concrete terms the efforts of the EU for maintaining regional stability and security.

Working through the European Union, in the field of Common Security and
Defense Policy, the Republic of Macedonia has been able to contribute to the regional
stability of the Balkans, which is among the topical foreign policy interests of
Macedonia. The Republic of Macedonia actively participates in the EU led mission in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, EUFOR ALTEA since 2006.

- Effectiveness of the EU in combining its foreign, defense, economic and civil
protection policy instruments to deliver best effect in foreign policy -

The role of the European Union in tackling global issues has been evidently
strengthened, as a result of a continuously improved combination of the variety of
policy instruments at its disposal - diplomatic, development and humanitarian aid
instruments, economic, civil protection, defense instruments, etc. The effectiveness of
the European Union foreign policy actions could certainly be further strengthened.

The experience of the Republic of Macedonia in the context of its European
integration process could also be seen as an example of the effectiveness of the EU
policy in combining different foreign policy and enlargement policy instruments. The
Republic of Macedonia is a security provider in the region and beyond. It is the only
country in South-Eastern Europe to have resolved all border issues with its neighbours
and achieved full border demarcation. The Republic of Macedonia has positively
contributed to addressing regional challenges and to crisis and conflict resolution
processes in the Balkans. The European and Euro-Atlantic community have widely
acknowledged the stabilizing role of Macedonia, as a reliable and trustworthy partner
in the region-and beyond.

The views presented herewith have also been sent to the e-mail address of the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office referred to in your letter.

Hoping that our reflections would contribute to a successful completion of the

‘Balance of Competences Review, please accept Your Excellency the assurances of my
highest consideration.
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