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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

“I am trying to ascertain the total number of trials, on an annual basis, that have been undertaken in the Magistrates' Courts (i.e. not referred to Crown Court for trial, regardless of where sentencing occurred) broken down as 'triable either way' (which I would then like further broken down into offence type, e.g. burglary, robbery, etc.), summary motoring and summary non-motoring. Furthermore, I would like to know the breakdown of these trial numbers into effective, ineffective and cracked.”

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).
I can confirm that the department holds the information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 

In response to your question, please find the attached tables:
Table 1 - Number of listed trials for adult defendants broken down by type of trials and offence group in the magistrates' courts in England and Wales, 2010 - 2012.
Table 2 - Number of listed trials for youth defendants broken down by type of trials and offence group in the magistrates' courts in England and Wales, 2010 - 2012.
The number of effective, ineffective and cracked trials are not a count of cases, but are a count of the number of listings for trial.

Effective, ineffective and cracked trials are a breakdown of all trials listed on a given day. Effective trials are those which begin on the scheduled day and reach a conclusion. Ineffective trials do not go ahead on the scheduled trial day due to action or inaction by one or more of the prosecution, the defence or the court and require re-listing for trial at a later date. Cracked trials do not go ahead on the scheduled trial day due to an acceptable plea being offered by the defendant or the prosecution offers no evidence against the defendant, and these trials do not require further listing.

The tables show that there are still a high proportion of cracked and ineffective trials, in magistrates’ courts.  These cause obvious delays in the system.  The Ministry of Justice recently launched our Strategy and Action plan: ‘Transforming the Criminal Justice System’ which aims to address delays in the justice system.

The CJS Efficiency Programme, which aims to make the system quicker and more effective through digital working, is improving the way that case files are prepared, to minimise simple errors which can cause big problems, including cracked and ineffective trials, further down the line.

