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Freedom of Information Request 
 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):
 
“Q1 Please supply the average cost to HM Courts and Tribunals Service for issuing a summons for non-payment of council tax which,

(a) results and

(b) does not result in a hearing

Please note in (a) above it is meant that the application is made for a liability order (on the day of the hearing) as opposed to (b) where the outstanding liability and costs are paid before the hearing date.

Q2 The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Justice, Shailesh Vara, provided the following to a question tabled in parliament on 15 October 2013:

"Where a person fails to pay the council tax after it has been demanded, the local authority may apply to the magistrates court for a liability order which authorises a range of measures for the enforcement of the unpaid charge. The Council Tax Regulations 1992 do not provide for magistrates courts to look into questions concerning liability or amount due. Magistrates courts are required by law to look into a limited range of issues, and the only defences available against the making of a liability order are:

the amount has not been demanded in accordance with the regulations;

the amount demanded was duly paid; and

the complaint for a liability order was made more than six years after the amount became due under the regulations."

Please provide the reference in law limiting Magistrates courts only to consider the above defences?”

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department partly holds information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. Please accept my apologies for the delay in replying to your request. I will response to your request in the order it was submitted.
1. Her Majesty’s Courts and Tribunals Service does not issue summons for non payment of council tax. Proceedings for liability orders are rarely contested and so do not typically result in a hearing. Government policy is to set fees for civil courts business to achieve full cost recovery. The fees for Magistrates’ court business are set out in the Magistrates’ Courts Fees (Amendment) Order 2013, which can be found at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/1409/contents/made. The fee for an application for a council tax liability order is £3
2. The legislation that applies to your second question is regulation 34 of the Council Tax (Administration and Enforcement) Regulations 1992 (SI 1992/613). This can be found at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1992/613/regulation/34/made 
How to Appeal
Internal Review

If you are not satisfied with this response, you have the right to an internal review. The handling of your request will be looked at by someone who was not responsible for the original case, and they will make a decision as to whether we answered your request correctly.

If you would like to request a review, please write or send an email within two months of the date of this letter to the Data Access and Compliance Unit at the following address:

Data Access and Compliance Unit (10.34),

Information & Communications Directorate,

Ministry of Justice,

102 Petty France,

London

SW1H 9AJ

E-mail: data.access@justice.gsi.gov.uk
Information Commissioner’s Office
If you remain dissatisfied after an internal review decision, you have the right to apply to the Information Commissioner’s Office. The Commissioner is an independent regulator who has the power to direct us to respond to your request differently, if he considers that we have handled it incorrectly.

You can contact the Information Commissioner’s Office at the following address:

Information Commissioner’s Office,

Wycliffe House,

Water Lane,

Wilmslow,

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Internet address: http://www.ico.org.uk/
