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SILVER PLATE AND GOLD PLATE 


For many centuries the words "Silver Plate" and "Gold Plate" 
have been used to denote wares made of silver or gold. These words have 
been used in that sense over the years in many of the hallmarking statutes. 

Under the Hallmarking Act 1973 it is an offence (subject to 
certain exemptions and permitted descriptions) to apply, in the course 
of trade or business, to an unhallmarked article a description indicating 
that it is wholly or partly made of gold or silver. "Silver" and "gold" are 
permitted descriptions if qualified by the word "plated". 

It follows that base metal wares coated with silver or gold by 
electrodeposition may not be described as "silver plate" or "gold plate" 
but may be described as "silver plated" or "gold plated". 

The words "silver plate" and "gold plate" may only be used to 
describe wares which can lawfully be described as silver or gold und.er 
the Hallmarking Act 1973. 
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