
1

Exercise

E15
Assessing the child 
in their community

First work in pairs, think about neglected children that you know and discuss the following:

 �what do you know about the children’s 
experience of community, and how this might 
assist or hinder their development

 �whether you think that assessment to date has 
adequately captured an understanding of the child’s 
level of integration within their community

 �note what additional information it would be helpful to have.

Then in larger groups look at the Table: Aspects of Community that sets out aspects 
of communities and identifies issues for parents and for children. In the light of the 
information in the table and your previous discussions:

 �consider ways in which this assessment shows how 
integrated the child and family are within the  community

 �identify which agencies, disciplines and practitioners 
could assist with improving understanding of the impact 
of how the family’s integration in their community impacts 
on the child’s development and the parents’ capacity

 �discuss ways in which plans can incorporate 
attention to strengthening the community’s 
contribution to a child’s development.

Bring your considerations to the plenary 
Continued 
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